UNIFORM 
CRIME REPORTS 


FOR THE UNITED STATES 
AND ITS POSSESSIONS 


Volume IX—Number 4 
FOURTH QUARTERLY BULLETIN, 1938 


Issued by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1939 





ADVISORY 


COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM CRIME RECORDS 


OF THE 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 


(II) 





UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 


Volume 9 January 1939 Number 4 


CONTENTS 


Classification of offenses. 
Extent of reporting area. 
Monthly returns: 
— known to the police—cities divided according to population (table 


Monthly trends, offenses known to the police, 1938 (table 75). 
Annual trends, offenses known to the police, 1931-38 (table 76). 
Orr 7D) known to the police—cities divided according to location (tables 
Offenses in individual cities over 25,000 in population (table 80). 
Offenses known to sheriffs and State police (table 81). 
Offenses known in territories and possessions (table 82). 
Data from supplementary offense reports (tables 83-87). 
Estimated number of major crimes, 1937-38 (table 88). 
Criminal history of persons in single fingerprint file. 
Data compiled from fingerprint cards, 1938: 
Sex distribution of persons arrested (table 89). 
Age distribution of persons arrested (tables 90-93). 
Number and percentage with previous fingerprint records (tables 94-95). 
Number with records showing previous convictions (tables 96-99). 
Race distribution of persons arrested (tables 100-103). 
Index to Volume 9. 


SUMMARY 


Decrease in Crimes Against Persons. 

During 1938, there were decreases in the number of murders, man- 
slaughters, rapes, and other felonious assaults as compared with 1937. 
However, the 1938 rape figure is higher than for all preceding years of 
this decade except 1937. On the other hand, the 1938 ions for 
criminal homicide is lower than for all prior years of this decade. 
Increase in Crimes of Burglary and Larceny. 

Crimes of burglary and larceny increased in frequency during 1938 
as compared with 1937. The increase in larceny was moderately 
substantial, amounting to 5.7 percent. However, the increase in 
burglary was considerably smaller amounting to 1.5 percent. On 
the other hand, decreases were shown for robbery and auto theft. 
Compared with 1937, robberies decreased 0.9 percent and auto thefts 
12.7 percent. 

Monthly Variations in Crimes. 

Monthly figures for 1938 show that generally property crimes are 
most frequently committed during the first and fourth quarters of the 
year, with low points in the second and third quarters, but crimes 


(123) 





124 


against the person tend to show highest frequency during hot summer 
months. Murders occurred most frequently in July. 
Distribution of Crimes by Type. 

More than one-half (56.6 percent) of the crimes were larcenies, 
22.7 percent burglaries, 12.5 percent auto thefts, and 4.0 percent rob- 
beries, making a total of 95.8 percent committed for the urpose of 
obtaining property. The remaining 4.2 percent consisted of homicides, 
rapes, and other felonious assaults. Approximately one-half of the 

laces burglarized were residences, 33.0 percent of which were entered 
in the daytime. With reference to both residence and nonresidence 
burglaries, it was found that 19 percent occurred during the daytime. 

One-fifth of the larcenies consisted of thefts of personal property 
from automobiles, 14 percent were thefts of bicycles, and 14 percent 
were thefts of automobile accessories. Eleven percent of the larcenies 
involved thefts of property valued in excess of $50; 65 percent involved 
property ranging from $5 to $50 in value; and the property was 
valued at less than $5 per offense in the remaining 24 percent of the 
thefts. The average value of property stolen per offense was: 
Robbery, $88.95; Burglary, $63.52; Larceny, $29.56. Recoveries of 
stolen automobiles amounted to 93.6 percent. Exclusive of auto- 
mobiles, 21.5 percent of stolen property was recovered. 

Geographic Distribution of Crimes. 

The crime data have been arranged to make possible comparisons 
between local data and average figures for cities of the same size 
located in the same section of the United States. National averages 
for cities grouped by size, and State crime rates are also presented, 
together with figures for individual cities with population in excess of 
25,000. 

Persons Arrested. 

Fingerprint cards representing 554,376 arrests during 1938 reveal 
that 18.8 percent of the persons arrested were under 21 years of age. 
During 1937, only 18.0 percent of the persons arrested were less than 
21 years old. 

There were more arrests for age 21 than for any other single age 
group. During 1937, age 22 showed the largest number of arrests. 

Persons under 21 years of age numbered 31.5 percent of the total 
arrests for crimes against property (robbery, burglary, larceny, auto 
theft, embezzlement and fraud, forgery and counterfeiting, receiving 
stolen property, and arson). Persons less than 25 years old numbered 
54.5 percent of those charged with robbery, 62.3 percent of those 
charged with burglary, 49.6 percent of those charged with larceny, 
and 73.2 percent of those charged with auto theft. 

Women were represented by 37,780 (6.8 percent) of the records 
examined. 

There were 150,021 persons arrested during 1938 whose records 
revealed they had been previously convicted of 372,939 offenses 
(169,319 major crimes and 203,620 less serious violations). 


CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 


The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification occur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to 
the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting 
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or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be 
those most generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal 
homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) 
manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated assault; 
burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The 
figures contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 
of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 
as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless are 
not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 


1. Criminal homicide.——(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (b) Manslaughter by ncaa —tehenes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. 


2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 


rape. 
3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 


force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, ete. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes burglary, housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. (b) 
Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the —— stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, ‘‘con’’ games, forgery, 
eats worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven away 
and abandoned, including the so-called “‘joy-riding”’ thefts. Does not include 
taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unauthorized use 
by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the F B I does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of crime 
and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

Extent of Reporting Area. 


In the table which follows there is shown the number of police 
departments from which one or more crime reports were received 
during the calendar year 1938. Information is presented for the 
cities divided according to size. The population figures employed 
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are estimates as of July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census for 
cities with population in excess of 10,000. No estimates were avail- 
able, however, for those with a smaller number of inhabitants, and, 
accordingly, for them the figures listed in the 1930 decennial census 
were used. 


e : 
Total | Cities filing returns | iia ae 
number | | Total pop- | 
a ulation 


| | 
or towDS | Number | Percent | | Number | Percent 





1. Cities over 250,000 ae 
2. Cities 100,000 to 250,000 
3. Cities 50,000 to 100,000 

4. Cities 25,000 to 50,000 

5. Cities 10,000 to 25,000 





NotTEe.—The above table does not include 1,745 cities and rural townships aggregating a total population 
of 8,622,138. The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns, whereas 
the rural townships are of varying population groups 


The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the following 
figures for 1930-38: 


Number | p ee | Number 
| ofcities | Population | of cities 


| 
Population 


1, 127 45, 929, 965 || 1935 1 64, 615, 330 

1, 511 51, 145, 734 || 1936 - BS 65, 639, 430 

1, 578 53, 212, 230 || 1937. Po 429 | 66, 279, 987 

1, 658 | 2, 357, 262 || 1938____- 2,662} 67,555, 972 
| 1,799 , 757, 643 | 
| 


The foregoing comparison shows that during 1938 there was an 
increase of 233 cities as compared with 1937, the population repre- 
sented by those cities being 1,275,985. 

In addition to the 2,662 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1938, one or more reports were 
received during that year from 1,612 sheriffs and State police organi- 
zations and from 9 agencies in Territories and possessions of the 
United States. This makes a grand total of 4,283 agencies contribut- 
ing crime reports during 1938. 
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MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 

In table 74 there is presented the number of offenses known to have 
been committed during the calendar year 1938. These figures are 
based on reports received from police departments in 1,929 cities, 
representing a combined population of 62,463,295. The figures are 
also presented for the cities divided into six groups according to size. 

The compilation discloses that the number of offenses committed 
per unit of population is higher in the large cities than in the com- 
paratively smaller communities. This distribution of the crimes is 
similar to the distribution shown in tabulations for prior years. 

More than two-thirds of the crimes listed in the following table 
consist of larcenies (56.6 percent) and auto thefts (12.5 percent). 
Burglaries and robberies represented 26.7 percent of the crimes listed 
in the table. The foregoing crimes are classed as offenses against 
property and constitute 95.8 percent of the total offenses. The 
remaining crimes, murder, manslaughter, rape, and aggravated 
assault, are classed as offenses against the person and constitute 
4.2 percent of the total. In spite of the small percentage of offenses 
against the person, it will be seen from the table that 3,296 murders, 
2.760 ineuliuaihnae: 5,186 rapes, and 27,739 aggravated assaults 
were reported by the police departments of the cities represented in 
the compilation. Estimates of the total number of such crimes 
committed in the United States during 1938 will be found in table 88. 
A atau distribution of the crimes shown in table 74 is presented 
below. 


. | Rate per 7 Rate per 
Offense 100,000 Percent Offense 100,000 Percent 


Total | 1, 499. 6 ae re aie 
— . Aggravated assault -. 
Larceny - _..-- 849.2 56. aa ei haehcase 
Burglary | 340.2 Murder.__. ; 
Auto theft 188. 2 2.5 || Manslaughter 


The majority of the cities represented made separate reports of 
the larcenies in which the property stolen was valued at $50 or more. 
A compilation showing the larcenies divided according to the value 
of the property stolen yields the following figures: 





| Larceny —theft | Larceny—theft 


Population group $50and | Under | Population group $50and | Under 


overin | $50in | over in $50 in 
value | value | value value 
31 cities over 250,000; total | || 55 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; 
population, 20,288,800: total population 7,586,612: 
Number of offenses | Number of offenses 
known..___. 20, 678 148, 410 | ES 6, 681 67, 931 
Rate per 100,000 101.9 731.5 Rate per 100,000..__.._. | 88.1 895. 4 


There were 243,700 larcenies classified according to the value of 
the property involved, and the preceding figures reveal that 27,359 
(11.2 percent) were cases in which the value of the property ex- 
ceeded $50. 
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TaBLeE 74.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 1938; 
number and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 











Criminal homi- 
cide 
st Bur- | 
Murd reak- | Lar Aut 
Population group sane ner on theft 
ligent enter- the 
man- ing 
slaugh- 
ter 





GROUP I 


36 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 29,375,600: 
Number of offenses known |} 1,631 


; | 75, 749 |3 187, 889 | 4 51,930 
Rate per 100,000. __.__. pea i 5.6 74.1 927.9 233.7 
GROUP I 
57 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
population, 7,850,312: | 
Number of offenses known_____| 564 1 353 511 | 4,320 | 54,215 | 231,711 | 76,930) 16,738 
Rate per 100,000 7.2 4.6 6.5 


980. 0 213.2 
GROUP Ill 





| 

55.0| 54.6 415. 5 
| 
| 


94 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total 


population, 6,347,454: 


420 


6.6 


Number of offenses known _- 368 217 
Rate per 100,000__.._...___. 4 





GROUP IV 


171 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total 
population, 5,964,868: 
395 


$1,997 19, 498 51, 629 10, 070 
6.6 


Number of offenses known _- 217 a | 
6 33.7 326. 8 865. 6 168.8 


15 
Rate per 100,000___.....__- 7 3.6 2.6 
GROUP V 


451 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
een 7,035,700: 
Number of offenses known __ 464 
| 


Rate per 100,000__. 


~~ t& 
a8 
“as 


52,175 17,930 | 49,029 8, 550 
31.0 254. 8 696. 9 1 


GROUP VI 


1,120 cities under 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 5,889,361: 
Number of offenses known _- 256 


j 1, 464 13, 205 28, 277 5, 139 
Rate per 100,000_......_____- 4.3 2 


24.9} 224.2) 480.1 87.3 

















TOTAL, GROUPS I-VI 


1,929 cities; total population, 









62,463,295: 
Number of offenses known ___- 3, 296 | | 2,760 | 5, 186 527, 739 |? 180, 683 |'452, 926 |* 104, 093 
Rate per 100,000... . . . 5.3 4.6 8.3 41.5 340.2 849.2 188.2 


1 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports as follows: Group I, 
34 cities, total population, 27,647,400; group II, 56 cities, total population, 7,726,812; groups I- V1, 1,926 cities, 
total population, 60,611,595. 

2 The number of offenses and rate for burglary are based on reports as follows: Group I, 34 cities, total 
mee ro eae group II, 56 cities, total population, 7,632,512; groups I-VI, 1,926 cities, total popula- 
tion, 53,118,495. 

3 The number of offenses and rate for larceny-theft are based on reports as follows: Group I, 34 cities, 
total —. 20,248,600; groups I-VI, 1,927 cities, total population, 53,336,295. 

4 The number of offenses and rate for auto theft are on reports as follows: Group I, 35 cities, total 
population, 22,221,300; groups I-VI, 1,928 cities, total population, 55,308,906. 

_§ The number of offenses and rate for sppacwns assault are based on reports as follows: Group II, 56 
cities, total population, 7,726,812; group IV, 170 cities, total population, 5,932,598; group V, 450 cities, total 
population, 7,021,900; groups I-VI, 1,926 cities, total population, 62,293,725, 


125917°—39——-2 
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Monthly Trends, Offenses Known to the Police (Daily Average), 1938. 


Monthly variations in the number of crimes committed during 1938 
are indicated in table 75. These figures are based on reports received 
from 93 cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants and show the aver- 
age number of the various offenses which occurred daily during the 
monthsindicated. The second portion of table 75 sets forth a seasonal 
variation in the daily average of offenses. 

This table indicates that offenses of murder occurred most frequently 
during the month of July and that the daily average number of offenses 
of aggravated assault was highest during the month of August. 

All offenses against property (robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto 
theft) show generally slagller monthly trends. The highest points for 
these offenses were in the first and fourth quarters of the year, the lowest 
averages being during the summer months. 

Generally speaking the figures below indicate that offenses against 
the person usually reach their peak during the hot summer months 
and offenses against property are usually highest during the winter. 
These seasonal variations shown by the 1938 data are similar to the 
trends reflected by the figures for 1937. 

The fluctuation in the 1938 figures for individual types of crimes may 
be readily noted in figure 8. 


TaBLeE 75.— Monthly trends, offenses known to the police (daily average), 1938, 93 
cities over 100,000 in population, January to December, inclusive, 1938 


[Total population, 37,225,912, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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' Daily averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 90 cities with a total population of 
35,374,212. 

2 Daily averages for aggravated assault are based on reports of 92 cities with a total population of 37,102,412. 

3 Daily averages for burglary are based on reports of 90 cities with a total population of 27,881,112. 

* Daily averages for larceny are based on reports of 91 cities with a total population of 28,098,912. 

5 Daily averages for auto theft are based on reports of 92 cities with a total population of 30,071,612. 
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Annual Trends, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-38. 


Annual variations in the number of crimes committed during 
1931-38 are indicated in table 76. This compilation is based on re- 
»orts received from police departments of 73 cities of over 100,000 
inhabitants. The total population area represented is 20,912,712. 
All types of crimes reported during 1938 were lower than those for 
1937, with the exception of larceny which figure, it will be seen, is 
higher than any other during the past 8 years. 

In several instances the number of crimes committed shows a 
substantial decrease. Offenses of murder, manslaughter by negli- 
gence, and auto theft for 1938 were fewer than for any other year 
shown in the table. The number of offenses of burglary during 1938 
was lower than any other year in the table with the exception of 1936. 
It should be noted that, although the number of offenses of rape shows 
a slight decrease, the number of those offenses was still higher than 
any preceding year in the table with the exception of 1937. 

n connection with the decrease in the number of offenses of mur- 
der and nonnegligent manslaughter (wilful felonious homicides), it 
is suggested that the decrease may be partially attributed to the fact 
that during 1935 it was ascertained that many police departments had 
been ladieting cases which were excusable in nature, such as the killing 
of a felon who was resisting arrest by a police officer. Such cases 
were subsequently excluded in order that the published figures might 
represent felonious homicides. This naturally has resulted in a 
reduction in the number of offenses of this type listed since 1935. 

With reference to the general downward trend of crimes in the cities 
represented in table 76, it should be noted that, although no definite 
population figures are available, there probably has been a significant 
increase in the population of the cities represented during the period 
covered by the table. 

Estimates of the total number of major crimes committed in the 
entire United States during 1937 and 1938 may be found in table 88. 

The data shown in table 76 are also presented in figure 9. 

TaBLe 76.—Annual trends, offenses known to the police, 73 cities over 100,000 in 
population, January to December, inclusive, 1931-38 
[Total population 20,912,712, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 

In table 77 there is presented information regarding the number of 
police departments whose reports were employed in the preparation of 
figures representing crime rates for the individual States. This infor- 
mation is included here in order to show the number of such contribu- 
tors according to size of city, and it is believed it will be helpful in 
evaluating the crime data for individual States, since table 74 has 
indicated that there is a noticeable tendency for the large cities to 
report higher crime rates than the smaller communities. It should be 
further observed that in several instances the number of records 
entering into the construction of State rates is quite limited. In some 
cases the figures for individual States are based on reports from only 
four or five police departments. Obviously, the crime rates based on 
such a limited number of records may differ considerably from the 
figures which would result if reports were available for all urban 
communities in the State. 

In table 78 there are presented the crime rates for the individual 
States, together with figures for nine geographic divisions of the 
country. 

In table 79 may be found crime rates for the nine geographic divi- 
sions of the country, with the cities in each division being segregated 
into six groups according to size. This information is presented in 
order to make possible comparisons between the figures for an individ- 
ual community and the average figures for cities of the same size which 
are located in the same section of the United States. 
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TABLE 77.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, Janua 
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ry to December, inclusive, 1938 





Population 


Division and State 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


a! fae 
Re ee ded eet cana eewaat 
Midale Atlantic: 494 cities; total population, 
18,506,819___ 
East North Central: 481 cities; total ‘popula- 
tion, 16,319,453 - 
West North Central: 233 | cities; total ‘popula- 
tion, 5,092,603_____- 
—_ Atlantic: ! 137 cities; total population, 





169 cities; total population, 






4,580,846__ 7 
East South Central: 57 cities; total popula- 
tion, 1,950,858. ............ 
West South Central: 113 cities; total popula- 
tion, 3,475,051_ _.___- J 
Mountain: 79 cities; total ‘population, 1,249,- 
Tiltinentiinndetitnsscachdilinanéoenseal * 
Pacific; 166 cities; total population, 5,515, 027. 
New England: 
New Hampshire __-__- ; 
itn inceooee 
Massachusetts _ _ _ -- 
Rhode Island_.__- = j 
Connecticut___.____- 
Middle Atlantic: 
>} aaa 
New Jersey... ..-. i 
Pennsylvania-_______-_- 
East — Central: 











North Dakota.. evading 
South Dakota___...._.-. 
See 
BE cnniiimiwoes 
South Atlantic: 
Delaware - - -- 
Maryland_. 
Virginia_......- ictal uninctioe 
West Virginia Oh a a ae 
North Carolina --..___- 
South Carolina___. 
Georgia 
Florida. ne 
East South Central: 
Kentucky-_. a 
Tennessee. 









Mississippi... .__.......-- 
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basa 19 
5 5 
3 7 
2 4 
4 1 
3 7 
4 8 
Lo Aiea © Rind 6 22 
10 27 
2 
2 
2 
5 
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1 Includes District of Columbia. 






































Division and State 


New England_-_-._-_- 
Middle Atlantic. - _. 
East North Central 


West North Central _. 


South Atlantic 4... 
East South Central 


West South Central. 


Mountain .......- 

Pacific. . 

New England: 
Maine. 


Vermont 


Massachusetts... __ 


Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
Middle Atlantic: 
New York..._-- 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


East North Central: 


Michigan 
Wisconsin 


Minnesota 
Iowa 

Missouri_____- 
North Dakota. 


os Dakota. bas 


V irginia- 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


New Hampshire.__- 


West North Central: 


West Vi irginia. eas 
North Carolina. 


South Carolina... _. 


Georgia 














































Florida 
East South Central: 


Kentucky...._..._. 


Tennessee 


Alabama......___- 


Mississippi - - 
West South Central: 
Arkansas .. 
Louisiana_- 
Oklahoma. . 
Texas. 
Mountain: 


Montana...-_...-- 


NE ce aimeaianna 
Wyoming 
Colorado 

New Mexico. 
Arizona 


Ww ashington.. 
Oregon. 
California 





Murder, 
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gent man- 
slaughter 
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TaBLE 78.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to December, inclusive, 1938, by States 


breaking 
or enter- 


Burglary— | 
ing 


a 


1 The rates for burglary and larceny are based on the reports of 492 cities with a total population of 9,379,819. 
2 The rate for auto theft is based on the reports of 493 cities with a total population of 11,357,519. 


for burglary is based on the reports of 232 cities with a total population of 4,874,813. 


District of Columbia. 
population of 4,534,776. 
po ulation of 1,836,358. 


he rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 209 cities. 


suneite of 23 cities. 


Bas 


he rate for aggravated assault is based on reports of 19 cities. 
vated assault is based on reports of 10 cities. 


Larceny 


Auto 


—theft theft 















527.8 171.2 
1 426.7 2 134.2 
806. 4 141.9 
840. 4 178.3 
1, 195. 2 253.9 
870. 5 211.8 
1, 221.0 175.3 
1, 266. 9 262. 2 
1, 414.4 391.5 
495. 4 98. 2 
298. 4 58.3 
444.2 80.0 
524.4 206. 6 
461.9 77.1 
699.0 | 165. 8 
| 
7 459.4 | 107. 2 
559. 4 141.6 
$304.9 | 148. 6 
979.0 | 161.3 
967.7 219.9 
460. 9 99.9 
1, 122.5 165.9 
677.8 100. 2 
754.7 210.3 
802. 9 173.1 
941.2 180. 7 
600. 6 | 186. 5 
785. 2 | 156.9 
436. 2 144.9 
1, 129.4 142.7 
634. 3 183. 7 
567.8 291.7 
1, 438. 5 281. 5 
682. 4 143. 2 
1, 171.2 215.1 
1,315.9 158. 1 
1, 534. 1 268.5 
1, 688. 8 194.8 
1, 126.8 | 236. 9 
786. 1 242.7 
552. 8 152. 6 
736. 1 84.9 
1, 138.4 170.9 
463.6 102. 6 
1, 371.6 137.9 
1, 488.8 218.6 
876.0 196.9 
1, 375. 1 250. 3 
1, 545.7 159. 8 
1, 067. 5 157.3 
2, 057. 9 363. 3 
1, 746. 3 530. 3 
1, 114.7 344.7 
2, 265. 4 503. 4 
1, 319.7 293.0 
1, 730. 1 299.0 
1, 398. 9 421.2 





3 The rate 
4 Includes report of 


6 The rate for aggravated assault is based on the reports of 135 cities with a total 
6 The rate for aggravated assault is based on the re 


ts of 56 cities with a total 
7 The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are 


ased on reports of 171 cities. 
* The rate for burglary is based on 
11 The rate for aggra- 
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ry TaBLE 79.—Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, Jan- 
uary to December 1938, by geographic divisions and population groups 























Murder, 
6 Geographic division and population | nonnegli- Robber Agere peter o a. Auto 
group gent man- y ng y theft 
it slaughter assault entering theft 
New England: 
es... 11 38.9 22.0 139.4 418. 2 350.0 
é ee Mil eccs.oc.ts.. 1.7 15.7 11.1 389. 4 690. 6 201.7 
71.2 Ce 2 8 17.6 3.6 257.4 550. 5 134.6 
34. 2 Group IV. .___- a 13.3 5.6 284. 2 580. 6 128.5 
41.9 Group V_._-- : 6 9.7 9.5 183.7 434.5 62.1 
78. 3 fk, eS “sé 1.9 8.5 7.7 175.5 335. 2 45.7 
253. 9 Middle Atlantic: 
211.8 Group I___..---- 3.9 29.2 43.4 1200.2] 1520.5 2 190.0 
75. 3 Group II. 23 22.4 27.4 252. 1 525. 4 136.5 
262. 2 Group III__-___- 2.7 33.0 _ 34.6 310.0 492.3 149.8 
91.5 Group IV 1.6 20.2 22.6 221.0 472.5 115.8 
Group V . 1.7 17.3 16.1 160. 2 330. 8 4.6 
98. 2 CWS inn sn 1.7 17.6 14.8 138. 1 251.9 52.2 
58.3 East North Central: 
80.0 NG SRE 4.9 136. 1 43.4 353. 4 885.0 138.9 
206. 6 WS oie ncas 5.2 64.4 43.4 347.7 988. 3 210.6 
77. 1 Group III-_--..---- . 2.2 59.4 20.8 315. 6 824.7 169.8 
165. 8 Group IV. - _._- 2.0 36.0 17.1 277.0 806. 9 156. 8 
Group V. ...---- 1.9 42.7 11.3 281.8 650. 5 118.0 
107. 2 Group VI- -_--- 1.4 24.4 15.9 193. 9 335. 4 69. 5 
141.6 West North Central 
148. 6 peas 5.2 75.2 12.9 240. 6 896.0 213.1 
a SaaS 4.2 47.0 23.8 3 367.7 945. 2 177.8 
161.3 Group IIT--_- 2.9 40.2 12.1 356.7 | 1,073.8 237.9 
219.9 Group IV--- - 1.7 32. 1 9.0 307.5 980. 8 175.2 
99.9 Group V-. .-_- “3 26.6 16.3 264. 8 824. 0 141.3 
165.9 EE 6 pices 1.8 19.7 12.5 200. 9 391.1 88.4 
100. 2 South Atlantic: 
Group I 4____- 11.9 113.3 101.2 453.9 | 1,048.4 352.3 
210.3 Group IT_-_- ; 19.4 104.7 203. 5 689.8 | 1,658.2 291.8 
173. 1 Group II1_- 18.8 78.1 211.6 450.9 | 1,340.0 195.3 
180.7 Group IV. 11.9 52.2] 5146.9 472.4 | 1,307.2 179.7 
186, 5 Group V. . ---- 14.2 50.8 | 6202.5 352. 4 963. 4 128.8 
156.9 Group VI. ----- 21.0 48.9 106. 6 368. 6 613.8 139.4 
144.9 East South Central: 
142.7 Goouet.:.si. 18.7 136. 2 190. 2 693. 4 877.4 200. 4 
GRD Bis oceo-b~< 33.3 110.7 | 7156.7 394.3 888. 8 330.0 
183. 7 Group IIT_- 20.3 22.8 111.4 252. 8 552.0 130. 1 
291.7 Group IV. ....-- 17.9 55.2 116.4 479.8} 1,104.1 156. 5 
281.5 Group V_.... - : 16.3 43.1 100. 0 239.0 669. 8 125. 1 
143, 2 Group VI. - : 26.3 37.0 $4.6 242. 4 370. 5 69.0 
215. 1 West South Central: 
158. 1 en 17.2 47.6 80.0 380.1} 1,297.1 191.4 
268. 5 Group II____--- 11.4 102.7 80.7 563.4} 1,475.4 203. 1 
194.8 Group IIT____- 10.3 50.6 137.3 371.3 | 1,255.5 182. 5 
Group IV. ._. 10. 1 31.1 71.1 307.0 | 1, 181.6 206. 8 
236.9 Group V.. 12.7 49.0 78.4 404.6 | 1,052.2 132.7 
242.7 Group VI__...--- 11.1 37.1 39.3 330. 0 676.8 73.0 
152. 6 Mountain: 
84.9 Group I------ 2.7 65.1 16.0 282.7 810.7 158.3 
Group II_-- 3.5 60.3 20.1 554.8 | 1,047.2 369. 6 
170.9 Group III- - - 27.4 147.7 55.8 758.3 | 1,860.1 502.9 
102. 6 Group IV. . _.-- : 2.4 71.9 20.9 567.9 | 1,693.6 413.0 
137.9 Group V_..-.-- - 2.5 54.1 20.8 367.7 | 1,878.0 268. 4 
218. 6 Group VI. ....---.. 4.3 31.4 19.5 302. 4 915.8 1233.7 
Pacific: 
196.9 Group I. .----- e 4.3 114.4 38.7 589. 1 1, 355. 6 497.3 
250. 3 Group II--_.---- 3.5 55.7 26.9 496.8 | 1,359.7 234.7 
159. 8 Group IIT- - 2.2 98.9 17.5 563.6 | 1,943.6 239.7 
157.3 Group IV - - - 2.4 56.5 17.8 541.2] 1,253.0 270. 2 
363.3 Group V . -. 3.0 37.0 9.9 428.5 | 1,572.4 271.8 
530.3 Group VI 4.3 57.9 30.1 405.7 | 1,327.8 219.0 
344.7 a its 
503. 4 * 
! The rates for burglary and larceny are based on the reports of 4 cities. 
293.0 2 The rate for auto theft is based on the reports of 5 cities. 
299. 6 3 The rate for burglary is based on the reports of 4 cities 
421.2 4 Includes the District of Columbia. 


5 The rate for aggravated assault is based on the reports of 15 cities. 

a 6 The rate for aggravated assault is based on the reports of 25 cities. 

or. ’ The rate for aggravated assault is based on the reports of 2 cities. 
e rate 


port of 
a total 
a total 
i cities. 
ased on 
r aggra- 125917°—39-——-3 
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Offenses in Individual Cities With More Than 25,000 Inhabitants. 


The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the calendar year 1938 is shown in table 80. The compilation includes 
the reports received from police departments in cities with more than 
25,000 inhabitants. Such data are included here in order that inter- 
ested individuals and organizations may have readily available up-to- 
date information concerning the amount of crime committed in their 
communities. Police administrators and other interested individuals 
will probably find it desirable to compare the crime rates of their cities 
with the average rates shown in tables 74 and 79 of this publication. 

Similarly, they will doubtless desire to make comparisons with the 
figures for their communities for prior periods, in order to determine 
whether there has been an increase or a decrease in the amount of 
crime committed. 

With reference to the possibility of comparing the amount of crime 
in one city with the amount of reported crime in other individual com- 
munities, it is suggested that such comparisons be made with a great 
deal of caution, because differences in the figures may be due to a 
great variety of factors. The amount of crime committed in a com- 
munity is not chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against 
the entire community. The following is a list of some of the factors 
which might affect the amount of crime in a community: 


The composition of the population with reference particularly to 
age, sex, and race. 

The economic status and activities of the population. 

Climate. 

Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 

The number of police employees per unit of population. 

The standards governing appointments to the police force. 

The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 

The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 


Comparisons between the crime rates of individual cities should not 
be made without giving consideration to the above-mentioned factors. 
It should be noted that it is more important to determine whether the 
figures for a given community show increases or decreases in the 
amount of crime committed than to ascertain whether the figures are 
above or below those of some other community. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual com- 
munities it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the 
data are compiled by different record departments operating under 
separate and distinct administrative systems, it is entirely possible 
that there may be variations in the practices employed i in classifying 
complaints of offenses. On the other hand, the crime reporting 
manual has been distributed to all contributors of crime reports, - 
the figures received are included in this bulletin only if they apparent 
have been compiled in accordance with the provisions of the manu 
and the individual department has so indicated. 


Seder 
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TaBLeE 80.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1938, cities over 25,000 in population 





Marder, 


nonnegli- | 
gent man- Robbery | 


heir fC OS 
uals 
ities 


hon. 


Aliquippa, Pa_____- 
the Allentown, Pa 
nine BS Pitidccoos-. 


t of Altoona, Pa... 


Amsterdam, N. Y : | 
° Anderson, Ind_-___- 5} , 124 | 
rime Ann Arbor, Mich _____- _ | 114 
3 ri é No reports received. 
-om- Arlington, Mass.. : : 2 80 | 
sheville, N.C __- 53 | 272 | 262 | 
reat BE iicisnncsecss- | 8 BS 
to a Atlante, Ga. 573 351 2, 561 
Atlant ity, N. § 82 575 
com - Auburn, N.Y .. i cons | 
inst 


ctors 


—) poner 


89 
10 
» 
16 


2 i 
318 


Bakersfield, Calif. 
pane, Ma 
angor, Me.........-. 
ly to Barberton, Ohio 
Baton Rouge, La 
Battle Creek, Mich 
Bay City, Mich.- 
Bayonne, N. J... ..-- 
Beaumont, Tex ss 
Belleville, T__..__-- : 
peaevant N.J ‘ 
ingham, Wash. ne 
re Township, Calif 
aie coon a 
Berwyn, _.. 
Bethlehem, Pa__- 
Beverly, Mass 
Binghamton, N. Y -- 
Birmingham, Ala-_. 
Bloomfield, N. J 
Bloomington, Il 
Boston, Mass.- 
Bride, © Conn 
Bristol, C: 
Brockton, Me Mass_- 
Brookline, Mass__- 
Brownsville, Tex___- 
Buffalo, N. Y......... 
Burlington, Iowa___._- 
Burlington, Vt__. 
Butte, Mont 
Cambridge, Mass 
Camden, N.J_- 
Canton, Ohio. 
Cedar Rapids, dows. 
Central Falls, R 
Charleston, . e 
Charleston, W Va 
Charlotte, N.C... 
Chattanooga, Tenn _.- 
Chelsea, Mass 
Chester, Pa........... | | 
Chicago, Ill | . : 016 
Chicopee, Mass. : es id : 48 
CR ce conan : 149 27 
Cincinnati, Ohio_- | : | : | 2,159 716 | 
Clarksburg, W. Va__...._-. | y month received. 
Cleveland, Ohio_- 7 . 
Cleveland Heights, ( , Ohio 
Clifton, N. J. : 
Clinton, lowa. | 
Colorado Springs, Colo........-|.--- 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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No reports received. 
48 


Bow BIB 


117 
, 550 
110 
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TABLE 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1938, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 





Bur- Larceny—theft 
Murder 
: NR 0 I NN ccincianianieeeenal 
nonnegli- | Robbery| vated | breaking — 


gent man- : : 7. 
slaughter assault = Over $50 = 


Columbia, 8. C 

Columbus, Ga 

Columbus, Ohio 

CN EE cn ceccccacece 
Corpus Christi, Tex 

Council Bluffs, Iowa 
Covington, K 

Cranston, R. 

Cumberland, Md 

Dallas, Tex 

Danville, Il 

Danville, Va..........-.- cdak 
Davenport, Iowa 

Dayton, er : 


Goro roc ie 


Denver, Colo 

Des Moines, Iowa__..-......--- 
Detroit, Mich 

Dubuque, Iowa 

Duluth, Minn 

TEs Waccwicsnsssae 
East Chicago, Ind an 
East Cleveland, Ohio. __.__-. i Va 
ROMER sentence as see 
East Orange, N. J_--- date 
East Providence, R.1__-- 

East St. Louis, Ill 

le ) ere 
OM eR 
Elizabeth, N. J 

Elkhart, Ind...-.......-.-. 


, a] 
' @SNmNowroarn 








= 
SAWwwours=i 


—w 





nme 


Evanston, Ill 
Evansville, Ind 
Everett, Mass--....--. 
Everett, Wash 
Fall River, Mass 
Fargo, N. Dak 
Fitchburg, Mass... 
Flint, Mich 
Fond du Lac, Wis--- 
Fort Smith, Ark 
Fort Wayne, Ind --.- 
Fort Worth, Tex 
Fresno, Calif 
Gadsden, Ala 
Galesburg, Ill 
Galveston, Tex | § 
CEE, B90 Bin cinn none ns--<= No reports received. 
287 


Glendale, Calif. 
Grand Rapids, Mich__------ at 
Granite City, M_............ 
Great Falls, Mont___.._... 
Green Bay, Wis 
Greensboro, N. C__..-.-.--. 
Greenville, 8. C__........-- 
Hackensack, N. J ; 
Hagerstown, Md.......-......- 
Hamilton, Ohio 
Hammond, Ind___.......-_-- 
Hamtramck, Mich_..........-- 91 
|. eee 97 
Hereeerd, 0GR............-..-. f 140 
Haverhill, Mass............-- 91 
Hazelton, Pa 7 
Highland Park, Mich.. 395 86 | 
Tigh Point, N.C 3 144 61 
Hoboken, N. J_....--..--- f 69 () 
I Rd. amensee iS. cneipetahaal 203 28 
Honolulu, T. H : 776 116 








nm 
Noe he wo 











For footnotes see end of table. 









ve, 













City 


Sh 


Huntington, W. Va__- 
Huntington Park, Calif. - 
Hutchinson, Kans____. ; 


Indianapolis, att ie 


aS 
Irvington, is abel 
Jackson, Oh aad 
Jackson, Miss... ------- 
Jacksonville, Fla___..--- 
Jamestown, N. Y_...-..-- 
Jersey City, N. J.....-- 
Johnstown, Pa__.. 


Tem A. ons 0n.- 


Joplin, Bienes 


Kalamazoo, Mich... : 


Kansas City, -- 
Kansas o> 
Kearny. Hh 
Kenosha, W 
Kingston, NS 
Knoxville, Tenn- -- 
Kokomo, Ind. 
Lackawanna, N. Y_ 
La Crosse, Wis_. * 
La Fayette, so ee 
Lakewood, Ohio--. -. : 
Lancaster, Pa... -.- 
Lansing, Mich. _- 


Laredo, Tex_.....-- 










Lawrence, Mass... .....--- 


Lebanon, Pa_.........--- 
Lewiston, Maine 
Lexington, Ky- 


Little Rock, Ark_...----- “e 
Long Beach, Calif.......-- 


Lorain, Ohio..........--- 
Los Angeles, Calif. .....-- 
Louisville, Ky 
Lowell, Mass 


Lower Merion Township, | Pa 


Lynchburg, Va. -.....--- 


niin ocannnagne< ‘ 
a 


Malden, ' Mass. aera 


Manchester, N 


Mansfield, Ohio ee Beas, : 
. arion, ee ; 


Medford Mass.._.....-- 


Mem his, NS aio wb tinen 


Meriden, Conn. -.......- 


Meridian, Miss. ..... Beat a 
Miami, Fla......___.__- 


Michigan City, Ind_- 
Middletown, Conn- 


Middletown, Ohio. .._.- a 


Milwaukee, Wis 


Minneapolis, Minn. -___-- 
Mishawaka, Ind-_--...__- ‘ 


OE “eae 


i PR 


Montgomery, Ala___.--- 
Mount Vernon, N. Y 


Muskegon, Mich 
Nanticoke, Pa 


ashua, N. H 





Nashville, Tenn... ..-....-_- 
For footnotes see end of table 


ee 
Muskogee, Okla... -........- 


Murder, 
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TaBLE 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1938, cities over 25,000 in pepulation—-Continued 











Bur- 
Agegra- | glary— 
Robbery — breaking 
assault | or enter- . 
ing Over $50 
228 257 1,776 258 
93 137 424 86 
17 2 318 42 
2 3 82 2 
519 363 2, 222 (?) 

8 1 177 31 
18 1 328 24 
19 9 161 10 
ll ll 195 22 

115 139 1, 066 533 

4 4 79 27 

Complete data not received. 

3 y 12 

6 ll 66 4 
43 4 252 40 
27 12 245 24 

145 61 SOS 103 
558 83 1,316 () 

6 100 27 

5 1 78 10 

5 5 49 21 
48 55 388 155 

7 2 129 41 
13 25 33 12 

BE aicsscteceeneii 64 6 
13 78 30 
18 153 15 
12 ll 170 43 
10 x 161 74 

Only 1 month received. 
8 | 7 106 38 | 
No reports received. 
No reports received. 
4l 173 277 84 
15 3 134 36 
12 7 114 31 
68 117 399 () 
104 41 1, 035 281 
18 9 24 
1, 764 495 8, 449 4, 072 
443 541 2, 604 () 
10 7 239 36 
14 4 132 38 

6 73 99 35 
33 5 67 61 
38 182 305 53 


140 17 
968 1, 756 264 
2 138 12 
1 272 24 
650 1,173 337 
ll 70 23 
3 40 13 
il 144 23 
57 577 253 
69 1, 446 S84 
i ipl 62 6 
126 116 34 
12 114 48 
1 83 8 
No reports recei ved 
74 473 40 
Piedra 52 6 
80 187 18 
12 185 10 
2 101 32 
Only 11 months received. 
2 92 ll | 
363 547 () 





Larceny—theft 








- Auto 
Under theft 
$50 
5, 593 957 
1,055 130 
341 96 
560 38 
5, 698 267 
276 
276 58 
464 93 
371 63 
2, 746 368 
115 62 
134 73 
139 107 
549 119 
1, 199 143 
963 148 
2, 403 1, 147 
121 37 
115 
67 10 
687 271 
462 92 
96 17 
169 57 
360 42 
249 56 
406 55 
477 180 
120 | 143 
885 122 
393 115 
340 134 
1, 189 114 
2, 346 552 
293 36 
15, 313 8, 823 
4, 120 878 
327 117 
60 34 
217 76 
955 179 
703 127 





287 59 
1, 656 410 
181 40 
294 26 
1, 613 300 
101 44 
3350 20 
386 58 
4, 360 551 
3, 474 1, 363 
195 36 
252 97 
296 84 
294 23 
397 98 
101 44 
482 166 
477 47 
423 56 
103 24 
1, 315 722 
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TaBLeE 80.— Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1938, cities over 25,000 in ee 


Murder, Bur- Larceny—theft 


. ee. a _ 
Lory ol Robbery| vated | breaking | 


a | os 
slaughter | assault “— Over $50 | Under 


$50 





New Albany, Ind 
Newark, N. J. 
Newark, Ohio... aasiobbsied 
New Bedford, Mass.._...- . 
New Britain, "Conn. 
New Brunswick, N. J 
Newburgh, N. Y.....-.---- 
New Castle, Pa............--. 
New Haven, Conn-.---.._--- 1,145 
New London, Conn_...--- 158 
New Orleans, La-- : 9 : 859 
Newport, Ky. -........--.-. | 
Newport, R. 1. 
Newport News, 
New Rochelle, N. Y ‘ 
Newton, Mass. _- 
New York, N. Y...._.__-- 
Niagara Falls, N. Y------- 33 
Norfolk, Va oa ) 57 150 
Norristown, Pa. > sie 7 uv 
North Bergen, N.J.. | 5 1 
Norwalk, Conn 
Norwood, Da ncsbasa Soneein : 118 
Oakland, Calif 1, 592 
Oak Park, Ill. e os : 334 

349 


Oklahoma ed Okla_- ‘ 1, 157 

Omaha, Nebr -- eden 7 

Orlando, nse 

Orange, N. J.... 

Oshkosh, Wis__- 

Ottumwa, Iowa: . ‘ 5 

Paducah, "Ky a re Only 9 months received. 

Parkersburg, W. Va__. 9 | 6 | 121 

Pasadena, Calif -. ; | 8 | 385 

Passaic, ss: ; 34 | 37 292 

Paterson, N. J sakeos 5: 49 426 

Pawtucket, R. I ; 106 

Pensacola, Fla - so | Only 4 months received. 

Peoria, Ill. § | 32 | 115 | 

Perth Amboy, N.J_.-. ‘ No reports received. 

Petersburg, Va : : 6' 113 

Philade}phia, Pa ; ’ 1, 952 
i i ‘ 527 

Pittsburgh, Pa.........- 5 5 i 1, 961 

Pittsfield, Mass. .......-- | 134 

Plainfield, N. J- wake | 86 

Pontiac, Mich------.--- 303 

Port Arthur, Tex---_--_--. | F d 53 

Port Huron, Mich------.-- 73 

Portland, Maine -----_- d 396 

Portland, a. ; : 5 , 516 

Portsmouth, hio | 233 

Portsmouth, Va. waphaatcedal f 289 

Poughkeepsie, N. Lee a= 81 

Providence, R. I... i 38 359 

Pueblo, Colo._..-- | 1 248 

Re cots esas vengn data not received. 

Quincy, Mass 175 60 

Racine, Wis 

Raleigh, N. C ; 

eo coscasens : 

Revere, ‘Mass 

Richmond, Ind 

Richmond, Va 

Riverside, Calif 


Rochester, N. Y.....-.--- 
Rockford, Il 

Rock Island, Ml. 

Rome, N. Y . 

Royal Oak, Mich 
Sacramento, Calif 
Saginaw, Mich 

St. Joseph, Mo 

St. Louis, Mo------ j 

St. Paul, Minn. 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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3, 813 
630 
1,004 
231 
298 
110 
215 
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TaBLeE 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1938, citves over 25,000 in population—Continued 




































Murder, Larceny—theft 
nonnegli- 
City gent man- 
slaughter 

St. ee |. oe ‘ 3 
= 1 otek 

Ores sainilghindigebtraiiae wil iid ai ease cecal 1 
Balt "Lake ity, Utah..._---_- 5 29 
San Angelo, Tex. .......--- 3 33 
San Antonio, Tex.-.------ ae 28 284 
San ei Pain nae ondhtahisapaasinne 7 
San Dieg ENE eeie 13 24 
San Francece, ee 15 377 
San Jose, Calif_......-.-- : 2 22 s 
i  cntinicenntas sien onntindll 6 7 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 1 6 2 
Santa Monica, Calif... ; 1 79 2 
ea . 10 24 20 
Schenectady, N. Y.-...-------- See 15 18 
a 33 46 
ft See ‘ 20 279 82 
4, EE 3 pasnsedinae rt deecicheniesdind 
I icctienenisancln ty aisiesebieii Te Picieaindeneibi 
Shreveport, La...------.-----.- 7 64 152 
Sioux ity. Pinantkescs 3 41 4 
Sioux Falls, 8. Dak-------- ‘indicia 3 2 
Somerville, Mass_-_--.- » 1 Oe Rens 
South Bend, Ind__. on 3 57 3 
Spartanburg, 8. C_.-- ‘ eee ee PP Bins aut 
Spokane, Wash. -- ; 1 91 81 
Springfield, 11) - | 1 7 ll 
Springfield, Mass. ....- ‘ | 1 ll 29 
Springfield, Me. nisdats 1 14 1 ayy 
Springfield, Ohio___. ee 26 23 726 
Stamford, Conn..---- . : 1 10 4 308 
Steubenville, BR Te tigacins 1 OP Betiea Si 112 
Stockton, Calif.............-- 
Wi ineien napen~aseclneceuccesial 9 7 “112 17 339 65 
s Ss = jane 4 26 12 414 130 1, 258 353 
Teese, Wr aie.....-.-...-.-.- 1 | er 487 39 1, 158 214 
Tampa, Fla__.-.-.---- 15 32 90 320 99 906 74 
Taunton, Mass---.---.---- : No reports received. 
Terre Haute, Be ensbidiciee nana ao 1 46 s 166 24 445 87 
Toledo, es es mad s | 293 106 1, 350 374 3, 284 747 
[OR EEE 5 29 4 346 19 896 287 
Torrington, Conn.-..-......_. i No reports received. 
I IR Basch ascent 1 44 62 | 606 | 106 | 937 139 
WE MOT ccndnscbetandenies Only 11 months received; October records Sonepat by 
MEE oocscececes iitentad 2 47 16 175 408 192 
Me, iaeednoiee ‘ 10 263 115 1, 193 m0 2, 429 303 
Union City, N. J_.-.-...--- 2 OR iwiaciaiteccn () 46 73 93 
University wity, Mido) 2s be cae 7 123 33 192 15 
Upper peer. ee "No reports a 
Ws SET Wt ckcueecwessces se ocakibuats 14 5 75 769 134 
Waco, i eneehiemndnionk 6 15 116 150 26 899 73 
Waltham, Mass 1 OP Si ctcntaicnees 165 20 334 49 
MIE oot... - cans) ndacodancad 18 8 124 28 279 64 
Washington, D. O..:; , 52 657 505 2, 045 732 6, 913 1, 850 
Washington, Pa__.__..--- 2 7 7 46 10 95 45 
Waterbury, Conn...--._- 1 iictiinseeians 336 51 366 190 
Waterloo, Iowa... -.-.- ake sicnacenaiiaae 3 1 Tl Bacitinncinde 334 30 
Watertown, Mass...-.-...- . 6 3 56 9 73 21 
Watertown, N. Y_------- ‘ icesiiiiliai cia | 80 12 333 43 
Wena, Dn...-.....-.. 7 1 15 16 75 49 168 43 
West Allis, Wis_......-.- 1 3 2 48 27 463 26 
West Hartford, Conn__- soe tcc ui Caeecualicaealbceiadadi a alicia 53 8 60 16 
I iinccachocieanucneeons 3 42 ll -“ 7 
West New York, N N. J.- “Only 11 nee s received. 
Fe ec cnancnconhitimeboognne 5 58 19 
West Palm Beach, Fla__....__- 5 30 10 194 26 565 51 
Lio Sh A eee 1 35 7 188 41 278 73 
White Plains, N. Y...-...-.--- 3 3 ll 39 43 113 B 
We I nace codddondus 5 15 17 415 64 1, 572 93 
Wichita Falls, Tex_..........-- s 13 75 151 52 1, 097 MM 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa_............-- 1 a 20 165 51 224 lll 
Wilkinsburg, Pa___......-- ies incancidbenteliledsali 2 13 106 15 133 19 
Wilmington, pe ac ccleanehsialiod 7 31 72 556 116 656 204 
Wilmington, N. cook 3 20 127 130 22 263 89 
Winston-Salem, N: C. 19 30 249 392 34 592 110 
iis cares cin Ree de ceed aie 4 4 ot 13 307 47 
Woodbridge, ee oe i a a 3 3 74 6 117 12 


For footnotes see end of table. 
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Taste 80.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 
1988, cities over 25,000 in population—Continued 


Murder, 


nonnegli- . 
gent man- Robbery 


slaughter 


| Bur- Larceny—theft 
Agegra- glary— sda 
| 


vated | breaking | ——} Auto 


assault | or enter- | ,_ 7 Under | theft 
ng Over a $50 





Woonsocket, R. I. 
Worcester, Mass... _--- 
Wyandotte, Mich... _- 
Yonkers, N. Y 

yi yy a 
Youngstown, Ohio- 
Zanesville, Ohio__._--- 





1 Complete figures not received. 


2 Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
§ Includes 300 separate thefts of lanterns reported stolen in 1 month during emergency conditions. 
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Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1938. 

In compiling and publishing national crime data, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation distinguishes between urban and rural crimes. 
The figures presented in the preceding tables are based on reports from 
a large majority of the agencies policing urban areas (places with 2,500 
or more inhabitants). Comprehensive data regarding rural crimes 
are not yet available, but the information on haiel is shown in table 81, 
which is based on reports from 652 sheriffs, 74 police agencies in rural 
villages, and 7 State police organizations. For comparative purposes, 
there are presented below percentage distributions of rural and urban 
crimes. (The urban data are based on figures shown in table 74.) 
The percentage figures which follow should be thought of as represent- 
ing an average group of 100 urban crimes and an average group of 100 
rural crimes. 








Percent 























Offense penne ee eaer Offense TED 

| urban | Rural | Urban | Rural 
Total + 100.0 100.0 || Robbery... ' | 4.0 3.5 
t —_——-|-_--—-|} Aggravated assault.__...___ 3.0 5.6 
Larceny... , | 56.6 @.6 B Weeee......s.<2s.-- is af .6 23 
Burglary___._- : | 22.7 29.9 || Murder........... -3 1.4 
Auto theft __- } 12.5 8.6 || Manslaughter. _- 3 11 


















The preceding comparison reveals that whereas only 4.2 percent of the 
urban crimes are offenses against the person (murder, manslaughter, 
rape, and aggravated assault), 10.4 percent of the rural crimes 
reported fall within those classes. This does not mean that more 
crimes against the person are committed in rural areas than in urban 
communities. The figures merely indicate that in an average group 
of 100 rural crimes there would be a larger number of offenses against 
the person than in an average group of 100 urban crimes. This may 
be due to the fact that some of the reports representing rural crimes 
indicate the possibility that they were limited to instances in which 
arrests were made. Incompleteness of this sort in the reports of rural 
crimes will tend to increase the percentage of rural crimes against the 
person because such offenses are much more generally followed by 
arrests than are the less serious offenses against property. 

The percentage distribution of urban and rural crimes is also shown 
in figure 10. 


TABLE 81.—Offenses known, January to December, inclusive, 1938, as reported by 
652 sheriffs, 7 State police organizations, and 74 village officers 





Criminal homicide 
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Offenses Known in Territories and Possessions of the United States. 

In table 82 there are shown available data concerning the number 
of offenses known to law-enforcement agencies in Territories and 
possessions of the United States. The tabulation includes reports 
from the first judicial division, Alaska; Honolulu (city and county), 
Kauai County, Maui County, Territory of Hawaii; and Puerto Rico. 
The figures are based on both urban and rural areas and the popula- 
tion figures from the 1930 decennial census are indicated in the table. 


TABLE 82.—Number of offenses known in United States Territories and possessions, 
January to December, inclusive, 1938 


[Population figures from Federal Census, Apr. 1, 1930] 











Murder, 
——- 
isdicti ; igent Auto 
Jurisdiction reporting en theft 
slaugh- 
ter 
Alaska: First judicial division (Juneau), 
pulation, 19,304; number of offenses 
iit tines dn deh Shp dato h<éss 7 - 
Hawaii: 
Honolulu City, population, 137,582; 
number of offenses known.....-.-..-. s 23 27 776 | 116} 1,653 160 
Honolulu County, population, 65,341; 
number of offenses known_....---_-. 2 5 10 140 20 248 35 
Kauai County, population, 35,942; 
number of offenses known............]-- 1 6 12 1 32 3 
Maui County, population, 56,146; 
number of offenses known__-_------_-- 3 2 12 89 10 148 18 
Puerto Rico: Population, 1,543,913; num- 
ber of offenses known _-_.______- 


eounaes 225 34) 1,807 846 85 | 3,359 66 


Ficure 10. 
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Data From Supplementary Offense Reports. 


In tables 83-87 there are presented the more detailed data com- 
piled from supplementary offense reports received from the police 
departments of the number of cities indicated in the tables. 

As shown by table 83, almost one-half of the rapes reported were 
forcible in nature. There were 16,503 robberies reported by the 
cities represented, and it was found that 9,113 (55.2 percent) of them 
were committed on city highways, while 6,308 (38.2 percent) were 
robberies of various types of commercial establishments. 

Cases of burglary—breaking or entering numbered 73,403, of which 
33,490 (45.6 percent) were committed in residences. Eighty-one per- 
cent of the total burglaries reported were committed at night, and 19 

ercent during the daytime. However, the proportion of daytime 
ctiiasies in residences amounted to 33 percent. In other types of 
places, only 8 percent of the burglaries were committed during the 
daytime. 
he 171 cities represented in table 83 reported 179,155 larcenies. 
There were 19,945 (11.1 percent) in which the value of property stolen 
was $50 or more; 116,377 (65.0 percent) involving property valued at 
$5 to $50; and 42,833 (23.9 percent) in which the value of the property 
involved was less than $5 per offense. The compilation also indicates 
that 1.3 percent of the thefts were cases of pocket-picking and 2.7 
percent were instances of purse-snatching. 
TABLE 83.—Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 


act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to 
December, inclusive, 1938; 171 cities over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 21,106,726, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 























Number of || Number of 
Classification actual =|} Classification actual 
| Offenses || offenses 
Rape: | | Larceny—theft (except auto theft) 
Forcible____-_- 787 || (grouped according to value of article 
Statutory ----- ‘ ; | 843 || stolen): 
——— — NS Skat wcideosscudecssinced 19, 945 
_ ne : 7 : 1, 630 $5 to $50_____. pimemitd ' 116, 377 
——— Under $5.......- ‘ Bwigtéc 42, 833 
Robbery: a 
Highway... ------ oat 9, 113 EEG te diut teem names cabiioon 179, 155 
Commercial house - - _- 4, 399 = 
i ; 1, 594 || Larceny—theft (grouped as to type of 
SS oo aciesoctun eal 291 offense): 
ND pista ts seh an asc teinccs ; 432 Pocket-picking.-__._....- ae 2, 302 
a a ee 24 Purse-snatching-_-_-- sbesdad 4, 905 
Miscellaneous. --.......-..-- ‘ 650 PN aabencdnnsnccnwhdsckanes 171, 948 
ee adie 16, 503 Rs in okecesn enaeiio’ 179, 155 


Burglary—breaking or entering: 
Residence (dwelling): | 
Committed during night -- 22, 582 








Committed during day. 10, 908 
Nonresidence (store, office, etc.): 
Committed during night 36, 915 
Committed during day ------ 2, 998 | 
Total ___-_- i 73, 403 | 


| 





In August 1938 the supplementary offense report was modified to 
reflect additional information concerning the nature of the larcenies 
reported. During September-December 1938 there were 46,349 
thefts without violence reported as having been committed in 44 
cities with a combined population of 14,790,941. These crimes repre- 
sent cases designated as “larceny—theft” and do not include cases of 
robbery, burglary, or auto theft. 





t 
( 
il 


J!) Oocm= &- © fm 


Pete Dees Cl 


Cc 


Adaon 


¥ 


m- 
ice 


ere 
the 


ere 

















ed to 
enies 
6, 349 
in 44 
‘epre- 
ses of 





149 


Thefts of personal property from automobiles were found to be the 
type most frequently committed, such offenses numbering 9,812 
(21.2 percent) of the total thefts reported. Bicycle thefts were next 
in order of frequency (6,548), reflecting the development of a theft 
problem which has grown rapidly in recent years. Automobile 
accessories were involved in 6,464 of the cases. The average value 
of property stolen per offense amounted to $28.40. For individual 
types of thefts, however, the figures varied, being highest for cases of 
pocket-picking ($47. 61), and lowest for cases involving thefts of 
automobile accessories ($12.03). Detailed figures for individual types 
of thefts are presented in table 84. 


TaBLe 84.—Larcenies subdivided by type of theft, September to December, inclusive, 
1938; 44 cities over 100,000 in population 


[Total population 14,790,941, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


- . Average 
: Number of} Value of prop- 
Nature of theft value per 
offenses erty stolen offense 








Pocket-picking-. . _ - ae 442 $21, 042. 02 $47.61 
oa davtsccescctadestquedcdsnsu 1, 480 21, 341. 80 14. 42 
I nieces Masinnecennonnel nl 1, 456 45, 371. 01 31. 16 
Thefts from autos ers e of auto ac cessories). Ricci 9, 812 284, 917. 83 29. 04 
Auto accessories _ 6, 464 77, 755. 04 12. 03 
Bicycles _ 7 6, 548 04, 686. 17 14. 46 
All other____ a 20, 147 771, 114. 47 38. 27 

Total. La) ames 46,349 | 1, 316, 228.34 28. 40 


The police departments of 171 cities reported thefts of 40,558 auto- 
mobiles during the calendar year 1938. Table 85 indicates that 38,554 
(95.1 percent) of the automobiles were recovered. 


TABLE 85.—Recoveries of stolen automobiles, January to December, inclusive, 1938; 
171 cities over 25,000 in population 
[Total population, 21,106,726, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number of automobiles stolen______-______..-_---------- 40, 558 
Number of automobiles recovered__________..---_-_-__- 38, 554 
Peaseutiipe soavered) .. .. .. . nt Se RES G 95. 1 


Reports received from 171 police departunente reflected that the 
value of property stolen in connection with offenses of robbery, bur- 
glary, larceny, and auto theft during 1938 was $28,541,997.63. Re- 
coveries totaled $18,503,865.63, which is 64.8 percent of the amount 
stolen. More than one-half of the value of stolen property consisted 
of automobiles. Exclusive of automobiles the value of stolen property 
was $11,390,793.82, and the value of recovered property was 
$2,452, 376. 75 (21.5 percent). 

The data presented in table 86 are also shown in figure 11. 


TABLE 86.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions 
as to type of property involved, January to December, inclusive, 1938; 171 cities 
over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 21,106,726, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Value of prop- | Value of prop- | Percent re- 
Type of property erty stolen | erty recovered | covered 

Currency, notes, ete. sadeeeatsinintbabandianeiel $2, 697, 419. 45 $371, 415. 92 13.8 
Jewelry and precious metals. Scie ed chained numa 2, 575, 976. 36 544, 020. 10 21.1 
i enbien nighties ze dined ah alia ieiade 488, 565. 60 42, 719. 33 8.7 
Clothing atten ‘ ic Wkedeath adele thee pil Saicetiaiea 1, 414, 563. 96 291, 426. 22 20.6 
Locally stolen IOI 17, 151, 208. 81 16, 051, 488. 88 93. 6 
Miscellaneous... . sapsdialgnntrioddenaek lain tna hacia 4, 214, 268. 45 1, 202, 795. 18 28.5 
Total. ane meesrincadinnsacins 28, 541, 997.63 | 18, 503, 865. 63 64.8 
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The value of property stolen in connection with offenses of robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and auto theft is shown for individual types of 
crimes in table 87. It should be noted that this compilation is based 
on ni kn of 170 police departments, whereas tables 83, 85, and 86 
were based on reports from 171 police departments. 

Exclusive of auto thefts, the average value of property stolen per 
offense is lowest for larceny and highest for robbery. Because of the 
nature of the property involved, the average value per offense of auto 
theft is considerably a than for the preceding types of crimes. In 
this connection it should be noted that 95 percent of the stolen auto- 
mobiles are recovered, whereas only 22 percent of other types of prop- 
oo are shown in table 86 as recovered. 

ith reference to table 87, it should be noted that the figures rep- 
resenting the number of actual offenses include attempted crimes in 
which no thefts occurred and for which no property values are shown. 
This naturally has the effect of reducing the average property loss per 
offense. 


The data presented in table 87 are also portrayed in figure 12. 


TABLE 87.— Value of property stolen, by type of crime, January to December, in- 
clusive, 1938; 170 cities over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 21,068,326, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





Number of Average 
Classification actual | Value of prop- | value per 
offenses erty stolen | ‘offense 
Robbery..--- j ite hae i i 16,500 | $1, 467, 626. 84 $88. 95 
itl Cinllh dncwomthonnedatnita dagradiaahe soit 73, 355 4, 659, 554. 98 63. 52 
Larceny—theft__.._. , Side igdtadaccsbawadwigguas 178, 665 5, 280, 291. 23 29. 56 
Auto theft... aa Set bh ceaehd Males anitcateta wanna 40, 532 17, 067, 069. 06 421.08 





069. 
Total... .. : 309,052 | 28, 474, 542. 06 92. 14 
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Estimated Number of Major Crimes in the United States, 1937-38. 

Based on monthly reports received from law enforcement agencies 
during 1937 and 1938, there have been prepared estimates of the total 
number of serious crimes committed in the entire United States during 
those years. The population area represented by the reports on 
which the estimates were based is in excess of 60,000,000 for each year. 

While the tabulation refers to the offenses listed as major crimes, 
it will be observed that the offenses included therein are limited to 
certain types, i. e., the crimes represented on the report forms for- 
warded to the F B [ listing “offenses known to the police.” Larceny 
is included and it is recognized that many of the larcenies reported 
were minor in character. However, it is believed that this is more 
than compensated for by the fact that miscellaneous types of serious 
crimes, such as embezzlement, fraud, receiving stolen property, 
forgery, counterfeiting, arson, drug violations, carrying concealed 
weapons, etc., have not been represented in the estimates. It is, 
therefore, believed that the estimated total of major crimes for each 
year is conservative. 

he compilation reveals decreases in all types of crimes except 

burglary and larceny. The estimated total of 1,433,812 crimes for 
1938 is 17,996 in excess of the 1,415,816 for 1937. This represents 
an increase of 1.3 percent during 1938. During 1938 the daily average 
number of crimes listed in the table was 3,927 as compared to 3,879 
during 1937. This represents an increase during 1938 of 48 crimes 
daily. However, it should be noted that with the exception of 
burglary and larceny there were decreases for all types of crimes 
represented in the compilation, amounting to 30,616 crimes. The 
increase in burglary was 4,338 and in larceny 44,274, the combined 
increase being 48,612. It is apparent, therefore, that the net in- 
crease of 17,996 is attributable to the increase in larceny. 


TABLE 88.—Estimated number of major crimes in the United States, 1937-38 








Number of offenses Change 
Offense 

1937 1938 Number | Percent 

Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter...___-_____-- 7, 859 7, 438 —421 —5.4 
Manslaughter by negligence-.......................-- 5, 705 4, 554 —1, 151 —20.2 
Rete er tens nnno-nn~-nnrmennonsonenambo tases 8, 518 8, 302 —216 —2.5 
a aka a a aaa 50, 786 59, 273 —513 —.9 
Aggravated assault 45, 478 44, 529 949 —2.1 
tethers nenccescscnacnhutinndepheuds 292, 870 297, 208 +4, 338 +15 
Bae cacokddncccescenctscdsonupescth 780, 031 824, 305 +44, 274 +5.7 
Rt ce ttankte cnc none. occcsskeccdatckseneeden 215, 569 188, 203 —27, 366 —12.7 
DR tinh aks cones vues dinate aide 1, 415, 816 1, 433, 812 +17, 996 +13 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


Criminal History of Persons in Single Fingerprint File. 

In February 1933, the F BI established a so-called single finger- 
print file as an adjunct to its main file of fingerprint records. The 
main file contains more than 9 million sets of Tigergrins records and 
the average rate of increase is more than 6,000 daily. However, the 
number of individuals represented in the single fingerprint file is 
definitely restricted due to certain technical reasons pertaining to 
criminal investigations. As of December 31, 1938, there were 13,937 
= represented in the single fingerprint file. They were selected 

ecause they had been arrested for or convicted of kidnaping, extor- 
tion, bank robbery or bank burglary, or had known gang affiliations. 

The data on file contain highly interesting information concerning 
the previous criminal history of the persons represented. Examina- 
tion of their records shows that the 13,937 individuals had been 
convicted of 25,426 crimes as follows: 





Number 

of con- 

Offense: ctions 
Crteninds RpMeGS.... = Ss eee Yaad 449 
I ie Se ae, Oe Bi a ne ee 150 

UW on oo on eee isn af ows le 5, 171 
Aggravated assault - - _- "se ic Socenan aap ere meen 240 
Minor assault - ata ; eee 489 
MINN Soi es coe k, bet es ku ube a ckece cee 2, 633 
Larceny - - - - pee . wontge sa 
IDES cae ae ee aatiaoiccs ys aa dw tees 958 
i eee pi. eng week 743 
DNS Ss San ete ee ds oe. sabe ee 130 
WINN os ct Sree Bcs san eget aaa A Rae ook a 968 
Forgery and counterfeiting---_.-.-_---------------- 677 
Embezzlement and fraud - - - - - -- - - - - wl eaten 679 
Receiving stolen property ------ - - - - - - i etoeade 208 
Carrying concealed weapons- - - --- - - - - Sunapee 520 
Prostitution and commercialized vice--_--- neato a 154 
Other sex offenses -_ - ---_-_----- De tienes ae eins 111 
Neglect of family and children - - - -- = tear 58 
Narcotic drug laws- - -------------- Satew eee 446 
Peer 1408... 22 ok RSs jie Jee 55 
Drunkenness- - - - - - - - - - -- ae ill 691 
DIY BONING. go Ce. eee 881 
Nene. oo. . Ja cawkt SEs 5S. ea oo dig 
Gambling_-_----- -- - oa eee pete Soe 162 
Driving while intosiesté@-- 224.260 0. ot ok. tue 8 78 
Other traffic violations- - ----- chp ceeaiae 543 
Miscellaneous- - - - - - -- - - - - - Oe oe ae Saha Se 
iO MN loses os Soc ce oeuks en aoe 924 
Wi oo2 is. se os et. eee ea 25, 426 


The records show further that 2,895 of the criminals were recipients 
of paroles on various occasions during their careers of lawlessness. 
In 1,044 cases they were thereafter arrested before the expiration of 
the parole period. In other words, 36.1 percent of the paroles extended 
to these major criminals were violated by the recipients. In addition, 
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there were 1,169 persons who apparently lived within the law during the 
parole period but who were arrested subsequent to the expiration of 
the parole. This means that 76.4 percent of the 2,895 major criminals 
who were —— paroles were subsequently arrested either while on 
parole or after the expiration of the parole period. 

With reference to the 1,044 individuals arrested while on parole, 
the records indicate that two-thirds of them were charged with murder, 
rape, robbery, kidnaping, and other felonies. 

or convenient reference there is set out a summary of the data 
pertaining to the criminal histories of the persons represented in the 
single fingerprint file. 


1. Number of persons represented in the single fingerprint 


At ee Se ee a ee eee 13, 937 
2. Number who had received pardons, paroles, probationary 

or suspended sentences - - -..------------- zeta Sr 4, 218 
3. Percent who received pardons, paroles, ete - --~----~_---- \ 
4. Number who had received paroles___--_...----------- 2, 895 
5. Number subsequently arrested while on parole___...._.. 1, 044 
6. Percent of parolees arrested while on parole____--_.--. 36.1 
7. Number arrested after expiration of parole period.....__ 1, 169 
8. Total parolees arrested on parole or subsequent to parole 

i 6n55 hnieepiccnn nie nace ed aaa ap atta 2, 213 
9. Percent of parolees arrested on parole or subsequent to 

TUNE BONNE so ec och dencabannnsnninvasaaneene 76. 4 


It should be noted that the preceding data are probably not entirely 
complete, because full information concerning the previous criminal 
activities of the persons represented are probably not on file. The 
amount of information on file in the fingerprint division of the FBI 
is, of course, dependent upon the contribution of data pertaining to 
criminal activities by local officials. 

Fingerprint Arrest Records for 1938. 

During the calendar year 1938 the F B I examined 554,376 arrest 
records, as evidenced by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain data con- 
cerning the age, sex, race, and previous criminal history of the persons 
represented. The compilation has been limited to instances of arrests 
forviolations of State laws and municipal ordinances. In other words, 
fingerprint cards representing arrests for violations of Federal laws or 
representing commitments to any type of penal institution have been 
excluded from this tabulation. 

The number of fingerprint records examined was considerably larger 
than for prior years, which were as follows: 1937—520,153; 1936— 
461,589. The increase in the number of arrest records examined 
should not necessarily be construed as reflecting an increase in the 
amount of crime, nor as an increase in the number of persons arrested, 
since it quite probably is at least partially the result of an increase 
in the number of inant: agencies contributing fingerprint records to the 
Identification Division of the F BI. The tabulation of data from 
fingerprint cards obviously does not include all persons arrested, since 
there are individuals taken into custody for whom no fingerprint cards 
are forwarded to Washington. Furthermore, data pertaining to per- 
sons arrested should not be treated as information regarding the number 
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of offenses committed, since two or more persons may be involved in the 

joint commission of a single offense, and on the other hand one person 

may be arrested and charged with the commission of several separate 
crimes. 

_ Approximately 30 percent of the arrest records examined during 
1938 represented persons taken into custody for murder, robbery, 
assault, burglary, ee and auto theft. Arrests for major viola- 

tions are reflected by the following figures: 


inate onnieiis 2 2 42.232 56 Stic eh a 6, 507 
IIT its aici nis Hale Bild WS Ca me hia Kw Le AOL eh eee 14, 698 
MO oe ne wh seca css asin dow mele alate wa eal 30, 978 
OONT «oS sucess esses His tecdaseete 35, 778 
Larceny (except auto theft)... <= 2 22. yes ecu lac. ees 62, 848 
sis x dey a eek new’ itaimttenawagede tt 12, 958 
Embezslement and fraud. --....--...-....-----..-.-.- 19,326 
Stolen property (receiving, etc.)_......---------------- 3,810 
PEM 6 coat can cece adie eee aed ei La 941 
Forgery and counterfeiting... 2 222s Seven be A 8, 162 
PE Since ancnndewmesusasiuld Jecbere Zee ek 
Nareotic drug laws. ..ci 2.5. 222.2520 552 eed 22) 
Wesneus (Garryine, 066) 222-6. on ss 2S A ae ee 
Driving while intoxicated ___- secbu-cs levels Sees 21, 169 
RSs on Se 28 os isks beech sed uae eee 7, 233 

DEON, ce aces ceseneare crn anwar anes 240, 930 


Sex.—Women were represented by 37,780 (6.8 percent) of the 
554,376 arrest records examined. The remaining 516,596 (93.2 per- 
cent) represented men. The number of men arrested was larger than 
the number of women arrested for all types of crimes except commer- 
cialized vice. However, a comparison of the figures representing an 
average group of 1,000 men arrested with those for an average group 
of 1,000 women arrested indicates that there were more women than 
men charged with murder, assault, and the use of narcotic drugs. 
The same type of comparison also indicates a somewhat larger ratio 
of arrests of women than men for larceny, but in more violent types 
of crimes against pro ey such as robbery, burglary, and auto theft, 
men predominate. Similarly, 13 of each 1,000 women arrested and 
fingerprinted were charged with driving while intoxicated, whereas 40 
of each 1,000 men arrested were charged with that type of violation. 
— for individual types of crimes may be found in the following 
table. 

As mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 6.8 percent of the arrest 
records examined during 1938 represented women. The correspond- 
ing figures for prior years are as follows: 1937—6.9 percent; 1936—7.3 
percent; 1935—6.9 percent; 1934—6.9 percent. 
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TABLE 89.—Distribution of arrests by sex, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1938 





Number Percent 
Offense charged re en ee Ogre tener pennant arent 
Total Male Female | Total | Male | Female 


ee inuiotacedeskad apie 6, 507 5, 885 622 




















1.2 1.1 1.6 
Ro Dietetic east ecwnnidtin site hens 14, 698 14, 120 578 2.7 2.7 1.5 
BORIS. cacnsvtethanccors rivncasi sak 30, 978 28, 528 2, 450 5.6 5.5 6.5 
Burglary—breaking or entering 35, 778 35, 240 538 6.5 6.8 1.4 
Lares Gah... .... . ccasciipwaiecsiutwenawecnenas 62, 848 58, 399 4, 449 11.4 11.3 11.8 
DURE GIs 0 cocccpndoccs cscs sbsasmeesiaonen 12, 958 12, 768 190 2.3 2.5 -5 
Embezzlement and fraud - --.--...-..---.--..-- 19, 226 18, 398 828 3.5 3.6 2.2 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc... ____- 3, 810 3, 559 251 on 7 at 
DI isle ss cntesesthes dat niela ght nbncienatss manne 941 875 66 an a a2 
Forgery and counterfeiting -...................- 8, 162 7, 700 462 1.5 1.5 1.2 
~~ 2 a eat ei eceeaawaine 333 1.1 Re ons in 
Prostitution and commercialized vice -.-.-..-._- 6, 567 1, 522 5, 045 1.2 3 13.4 
OUNGr GONE GUIUIOIG. ios chic doco sowie 7, 888 6, 869 1,019 14 1.3 2.7 
Woareetle Wrens NARs. - oscwaek eck ies pitncacen 4, 164 3, 038 1, 126 8 -6 3.0 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc._...........- 6, 125 5, 895 230 11 1.1 -6 
Offenses against family and children-....______- 6, 910 6, 754 156 1.2 1.3 -4 
Liquor nated vedetecitwakanwwscdswn aoe 8, 247 6, 982 1, 265 1.5 1.4 3.4 
Driving while intoxicated... .................... 21, 169 20, 681 488 3.8 4.0 1.3 
Road and driving laws........................-- 4, 150 4, 095 55 on 8 «1 
i a eee 17 16 1 (4) @ (4) 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws_-_--_-.._._- 7, 296 7, 184 112 1.3 1.4 -3 
Disorderly conduct -- -__- Side bawetene Sanaa 620 22, 700 2, 920 4.6 4.4 7.7 
SI 10dcaDanancdonssanaseandcesenden 82, 312 78, 0OL 4, 311 14.8 15.2 11.4 
Fitba tndihesedbessccunkotwscsnee _ 52, 691 49, 504 3, 097 9.5 9.6 8.2 
Cl osc db cncdasadnactacckbawoncamed , 233 6, 837 396 1.3 1.3 L1 
ic inca neisnitlcenma Gnepahawamanes am 64, 125 59, 537 4, 588 11.6 11.5 12.1 
ita Es = cnsralaiiutiicnidametueinial 8, 002 7, 441 561 1.4 1.4 1.5 
AE CURIE OND © a ki cecctaneseeweneessinnas 39, 621 37, 645 1, 976 7.1 7.3 5.2 
Total. Ps Smita 554.376 | 516, 506 37, 780 100.0 100.0 100.0 





1Less than Mo of 1 percent. : 


Age.—During 1938, there were more arrests for age 21 than for 
any other single age group. This differs from the record for 1937 
when age 22 reflected the lesa number of arrests. From 1932 to 
the middle of 1935, age 19 was the group in which arrests occurred 
most frequently, but since the middle of 1935 there have been more 
arrests of persons age 21 and 22. An additional change in the record 
for 1938 is that there were more arrests for age 18 than for age 19. 


The groups for which the largest number of arrests occurred during 
1938 are as fellows: 


Number of 
Age: arrests 
sss alan baa! drasap tevin dtnivta edge Par A acento oe 24, 295 
estat eatin inate a an a are 24, 287 
Ms de ee Cones eebeeenk ~~ --<de!- - 23, 
BOic am con we SUR SS ee a igincc cheba, ieee 23, 
vent unk. Swithereiard Gar Galma a manetamae 23, 877 


In 1936, 17.4 percent of the persons arrested were less than 21 years 
old and in 1937 the proportion was 18.0 percent. However, during 
1938 it was found that 18.8 percent of the persons arrested and finger- 
printed were less than 21 years of age. In addition to the 104,425 
persons less than 21 years old arrested during 1938, there were 94,909 
(17.1 percent) between the ages of 21 and 24, making a total of 199,334 
(35.9 percent) less than 25 years old. Persons arrested who were 
between the ages of 25 and 29 numbered 94,815 (17.1 percent). 
This makes a total of 294,149 (53.0 percent) less than 30 years old. 
The corresponding proportion under 30 years of age during 1937 was 
51.6 percent. (With reference to the ages of persons represented by 
fingerprint cards received at the F B I, it should be borne in mind 
that the number of arrest records is doubtless incomplete in the lower 
age groups, because in some jurisdictions the practice is not to finger- 
print youthful individuals.) 

The number of arrests for ages 16-24 is shown in figure 15. 
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Offenses against property, particularly robbery, burglary, larceny, 
and auto theft, were frequently committed by youths less than 21 
years old. This is clearly indicated by the following tabulation: 


Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups 





| | | 























Age group All offenses ae Robbery | Burglary | Larceny | Auto theft 
ee. ots ae ae lila acto tiontl eisnindithensee ch campaign 
IG Ba neck csan : 18.8 12.0 28.5 43.5 31.7 52.3 
|, re | 34.2 36.7 46.6 33.3 32.8 33.4 
 pincxagwass 24.9 27.4 19.0 15.3 20. 2 10.7 
40-49__........ i 13.7 14.8 4.5 5.5 9.9 2.8 
50 and over. .. 8.3 8.9 1.3 2.3 5.3 a 
Unknown... 1 -2 ot ca a 2 

Total __- 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 





Note.—The data in the preceding compilation are also shown in figure 16. 


During 1938 there were 158,421 persons of all ages arrested for 
crimes against property (robbery, burglary, larceny, auto theft, 
embezzlement and ciak, forgery and counterfeiting, receiving stolen 
property, and arson). The predominance of youthful persons among 
those charged with offenses against property is further indicated b 
the fact that 31.5 percent (49,833) of the persons arrested for alk 
crimes were less than 21 years old. The corresponding figures for 
prior years are as follows: 1937—31.0 percent; 1936—28.5 percent. 

Additional evidence of the large part played by youthful persons 
in the commission of crimes against property is reflected — the 
following figures. During 1938, 35.9 percent of all persons arrested 
were less than 25 years of age, but such persons numbered 54.5 percent 
of those charged with robbery, 62.3 percent of those charged with 
burglary, 49.6 percent of those charged with larceny, and 73.2 percent 
of those charged with auto theft. One-half of all crimes against 
property during 1938 were committed by persons under 25 years of 
age. 
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TaBLE 91.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1938 


Total num- Number Total num- Percentage Total per- 





ber of per- ber under centage 
Offense charged sons ar- wee as 25 years of wie aa under 25 

rested ‘ age years ofage 

Criminal homicide Sls ha cee 6, 507 783 1, 892 12.0 29.1 
Robbery - - - --- ieaiaebiteitase - 14, 698 4, 183 8,014 28.5 54.5 
Pants nett eneetiie ak vin anciirbaieweh 30, 978 3, 578 8, 601 11.6 27.8 
See ss ene a or — cise-atite 35, 778 15, 573 22, 276 43.5 62.3 
Larceny—theft _ -._- as 62, 848 19, 950 31, 178 31.7 49.6 
BERET wetdnesediceciene 3 Sake 12, 958 6, 774 9, 485 52.3 73. 2 
Embezzlement and fraud__----- oa 19, 226 1,171 4, 260 6.1 22.2 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ‘ete... 3, 810 732 1,375 19.2 36. 1 
ASBUB. cn cmoscvcn ‘ 941 151 276 16.0 29.3 
Forgery and counterfeiting. - ‘ ae 8, 162 1,299 2, 703 15.9 33. 1 
Rape sch 6, 333 1, 539 2, 886 24.3 45.6 
Prostitution ‘and commercialized vice. __- 6, 567 484 2, 248 7.4 34.2 
Other sex offenses... ............--- 7, 888 1,050 2, 197 13.3 27.9 
Narcotic drug laws. ..............---- 4, 164 331 996, 7.9 23.9 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc. - -- 6, 125 1, 069 2, 237 17.5 36.5 
Offenses against family and children 6, 910 280 1, 226 4.1 17.7 
Liquor | ee ee . 8, 247 642 1, 802 7.8 21.9 
Driving while intoxicated _ Ss tiaake 21, 169 839 3, 415 4.0 16.1 
Road and driving laws. : 4, 150 734 1, 766 17.7 42.6 
Parking violations. ._-___- — ae lens ncenasinad 6 hi ecen 23.5 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws._____- 7, 206 1,312 3, 129 18.0 42.9 
Disorderly conduct. __---- 25, 620 3,974 8, 502 15.5 33.2 
Drunkenness. - - - --_- 82, 312 3, 694 12, 048 4.5 14.6 
ne cotecsmes ih a 52, 691 8, 545 18, 806 16.2 35.7 
I bel a ciinenandeadinoczainit 7, 23 44 1,374 6.8 19.0 
nist ntiinapaiiet sows wannne oma 64, 125 14, 021 26, 611 21.9 41.5 
a ER Se 8, 002 1, 424 2, 742 17.8 34.3 
ee I  inincdctn mdectneseccass : 39, 621 9, 799 17, 285 24.7 43.6 
A thaiipicunipnidbcadnieciakiiimerns 554, 376 104, 425 199, 334 18.8 35.9 





The age distribution of males arrested during 1938 is somewhat 
different from that of all persons arrested. For males there were 
more arrests for age 21 than for any other single age group, and in 
this respect the distribution is identical with that for all persons 
arrested ; but ages 18 and 19 exceed in frequency of arrests ages 22 and 
23, and in this respect the distribution differs from that for all persons 
arrested. 

The age distribution of females arrested is even more different 
from the distribution of all arrest records examined, and this is to be 
expected, inasmuch as women represented only 6. 8 percent of the 
total. For females the highest frequency of arrests occurred at ages 
22 -< 23, with ages 24, 21, 18, 19, and 20 following in the order 
name 

For convenience in comparing figures for selected individual age 
groups, data for the separate sexes are presented herewith: 











| 
Number of arrests | Number of arrests 
| 
“ Male and | | | ~ Male and 
Maie an } | Male an 
female Male | Female | Smale Male Female 
a 
Mo fee... | 24, 205 22, 461 ese |) 19.) 5.2.5... 23, 877 22, 231 1, 646 
i tcsaDemans | 24,287 22) 048 GM 22; 350 20, 130 2, 229 
EERO 23, 968 21, 730 2, 238 || 20 20, 844 19, 436 1, 408 
ie 23, 900 22.183 | 1,717 , 
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Recidivism.—Of the 554,376 arrest records examined during 1938, 
243,921 (44.0 percent) represented individuals who already had finger- 
print records on file in the Identification Division of the F BI. There 
were, in addition, 8,136 instances in which the individuals represented 
had no prior fingerprints on file at Washington, but the current arrest 
records hess notations concerning prior criminal activities of the per- 
sons. This makes a total of 252,057 records containing information 
concerning the previous criminal histories of the individuals concerned, 
and it was found that 150,021 of them had been previously convicted. 
This is 59.5 percent of the 252,057 cases in which information concerning 
prior criminal activities was available, and 27.1 percent of the 554,376 
arrest records examined. 

The compilation reveals that more than one-half of the prior con- 
victions were based on major violations of the criminal statutes, as 
indicated by the following figures: 





Criminal homicide - - - - - - Serta as eon ache ae ee . 1,396 
RN akin Zao awaidawnant a ian olla trees . 5, 936 
PO 3s 5 5. i as cal i bsg jit aa rR 7, 381 
DEY Skee soca : : eswdlewos kaa ee 
Larceny (and related offenses) -__- a _. 34, 960 
BOE... hn 2 tine poi Pe oY aio le ee eee 188 
Forgery and counterfeiting --__- : ‘ hea aaa 
| ree eee Betis su ua iw aca nceoeiatat. 
Narcotic drug laws- - - - - - - --- Se ee ee re ey 2, 426 
Weapons (carrying, etc.) ....-..-..-----.-----------..- 1, 700 
ees Wie WING ak os oe in ohh chewed 3, 396 

aise Cas ca cacesnkeesboanpaeneblneed 79, 198 


The records indicate that during 1938 there were 50 persons ar- 
rested for murder or manslaughter whose criminal history showed 
prior convictions for some degree of criminal homicide. With reference 
to other offense classes, the compilation reveals a tendency for recidi- 
vists to repeat the same type of crime. 

The records of the 150,021 persons previously convicted showed a 
total of 372,939 convictions prior to the arrest represented by the cur- 
rent record. Major violations were involved in 169,319 of the con- 
victions, and in 203,620 cases the convictions were based on less serious 
violations. 

Of the 37,780 females arrested, only 28.7 percent had previous 
fingerprint cards on file as compared with 44.0 percent for all persons 
arrested during 1938. Similarly, women represented only 4.0 percent 
of the 150,021 previous convictions found in the records. Since 
women represented 6.8 percent of the total persons whose arrest records 
were examined during the year, the percentage of women among those 
whose records showed previous convictions is comparatively low. 
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TABLE 94.— Number with previous fingerprint records, arrests, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1938 





Offense charged 


Criminal homicide___- : 
icc calish Atbndedesicantdbeawie 
Assault. __._. 
Burglary—breaking or entering... 
Larceny—theft................-.-- 
Bt cth-vatelescasckheved = 
Embezzlement and fraud - ---- 

Stolen property; buying, receiv ing, etc 
Arson_. 


Forgery and counterfeiting. CAR OED 


Rai 


Other cox offeness...............---.-- ‘ 
Narcotic drug laws E 

Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc 
Offenses against family and children 
Liquor laws. - - -. 

Driving while intoxicated... .__.- 
Road and driving laws_- ee 
Parking violations.-.-__--.- 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws - 
Disorderly conduct - --- ; 
Drunkenness - - - 

I eb adincostin 

Gambling. - - ---. 
Suspicion..........- 

Not stated___._- 

All other offenses -_ _ - _- 


Total __- 


pe. --- onan aan nanan 
Prostitution and commercialized vice. _- 














Total Male Female 
Previous Previous Previous 
Number] finger- | Number/ finger- | Number | finger- 
arrested print arrested print arrested print 
record | record record 
Blas 3 
| 6,507 1, 758 5, 885 1, 665 622 93 
14, 698 7, 459 14, 120 7, 262 578 197 
30, 978 11, 591 28, 528 11, 004 2, 450 497 
35, 778 15, 387 35, 240 15, 259 538 128 
62, 848 25, 619 58, 399 24, 555 4, 449 1, 064 
12, 958 5, 301 12, 768 5, 270 190 31 
19, 226 8, 946 18, 398 8, 775 828 171 
3, 810 1, 199 3, 550 1, 169 251 30 
941 214 875 66 yg 
8, 162 4,121 7, 700 4,013 462 108 
6, 333 1, 884 6, 333 Pitot abciateeill a ovepnceies 
6, 567 2, 841 1, 522 602 5, 045 2, 239 
7, 888 2, 378 6, 869 2, 184 1,019 194 
4, 164 2, 536 3, 038 2, 066 1, 126 470 
6, 125 2, 209 5, 895 2, 154 230 55 
6, 910 2, 309 6, 754 2, 289 156 20 
8, 247 3, 153 6, 982 2, 849 1, 265 304 
21, 169 6, 399 20, 681 6, 299 485 100 
4, 150 1,114 4, 095 1, 102 55 12 
17 10 16 10 By Dips once 
7, 296 2, 615 7, 184 2, 504 112 21 
25, 620 10, 754 22, 700 10, 031 2, 920 723 
82, 312 40, 652 78, 001 39, 233 4,311 1,419 
52, 691 31, 103 49, 594 29, 951 3, 097 1, 152 
7, 233 2, 218 6, 837 2, 148 396 70 
64, 125 29, 264 59, 537 28, 053 4, 588 1,211 
| 8,002} 3,182] 7,441] 3,062 561 120 
| 39,621 17, 705 37, 645 17, 319 1, 976 386 
"554, 376 | 243,921 | 516,506 | 233,007| 37,780 10, 824 





s.r eee 
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1938 | TasBLe 95.—Percentage with previous fingerprint records, arrests, male and female, 
nei Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1938 























Offense Percent |} Offense Percent 
vious 
iger- Narcotic drug laws ‘ eo a ee 38.2 
rint VOGIIRIT 4. .cicedtcee hs ve 59.0 Assault . 37.4 
cord Parking violations! _ _ - 58.8 || Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete ____- 36. 1 
} i vdnccotntees 50.7 || Other traffic and motor vehicle laws_- 35.8 
} Forgery and Ses-- saane 50.5 || Offenses against family and children _-- 33.4 
93 } Drunkenness......... 49.4 || Stolen property; buying, receiv — etc_. 31.5 
197 |  Embezzelment and fraud_- ‘ 46.5 || Gambling-__- 4 . . 30.7 
497 | Suspicion. iphdianalbiian tame havnt 45.6 || Driving while intoxicated _.--.----_-___- 30. 2 
128 | All other offenses _- | 44. 7 | | Other ee 30. 1 
1, 064 | Prostitution and commercialized vice -__| 43.3 || Rape dove 29.7 
31 | Burglary—breaking or entering........ | 43.0 | Criminal homicide. ____- 27.0 
171 Disorderly conduct. ....- viabeutene | 2.0 || Road and driving laws_. 26.8 
30 | Auto theft..........- iaaned 40.9 DI ticiticiidadainiphinainn 22.7 
9 Larceny—theft __- , P | 40.8 |} 
108 2 =e cake 
“2, 239 1 Only 17 fingerprint cards were received representing arrests for violation of parking regulations. 
194 
470 | 
55 
20 | 
304 
100 | 
12 
21 | 
723 | 
1, 419 
1, 152 
‘ 
1,211 
120 
386 
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TABLE 99.— Number of cases in which fingerprint records show one or more prior 
convictions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, male and 
female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1938 





















J | 
| Number of Number of | Number of /Total number 
Offense charged ing one or |,Prior convic- | prior convic- | of prior con- 
more prior jtions of major|tions of minor} victions dis- 
convictions offenses | offenses | closed 
| | | 
1 

Criminal homicide----- 1, 072 | 1,179 | 1, 032 2,211 
EE octineisnukanduiane 4, 720 6, 851 4, 586 11, 437 
(| SSE ERS SS = as 7, 208 8, 221 | 7,841 16, 062 
Burglary—breaking or entering... ..__-- -| 9, 875 15, 666 | 8, 925 24, 591 
Larceny—theft..............- | 15, 994 26, 031 19, 755 45, 786 
gk ean ore cemadinamecmiae | 3, 030 4, 305 2,314 6,619 
Embezzlement and fraud_._.__._............-- 4, 838 7, 269 4,115 11, 384 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc... -- 7 942 655 1, 597 
Rent cel niente inal nk ile nach piietiourccediicert 130 136 97 233 
Forgery and counterfeiting_...........--- : 2, 523 4, 529 1,797 6, 326 
Nia Nindiekndncerbnitetintccenesnn~ | 1, 187 1,427 1, 000 2, 427 
Prostitution and commercialized vice | 1, 544 1,911 1,355 3, 266 
ne eoeaek 1, 458 1,649 1, 662 3,311 
Narcotic drug laws.............-....-- cone 1, 762 4,714 2,119 6, 833 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, ete. -.-.-.--- 1,411 1, 788 1, 264 3, 052 
Offenses against family and ohildren - - ------ --- 1, 136 1,048 946 1,994 
E19. blishaicnacdssveandiniicin 1, 962 1, 439 2, 351 3, 790 
Driving while intoxicated._............-- : 3, 7 2, 926 3, 818 6, 744 
Road and driving laws..............--- 647 497 617 1,114 
oo aS eae 5 8 10 18 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws___- 1, 468 1, 482 1, 588 3,070 
Disorderly conduct -................-.-.--- 6, 849 5, 912 11, 641 17, 553 
0 Se eae 28, 448 16, 089 63, 234 79, 323 
re 17, 628 16, 228 23,617 39, 845 
ET ccideodnadcechwonmeseeenes | 1, 192 1,320 1, 082 2, 402 
Suspicion -......-- ; 16, 009 19, 410 19, 084 38, 4 
Not stated - . -- i Baas | 2, 008 2, 679 = 4,714 
All other offenses 11, 389 13, 663 15, 080 28, 743 





Total. .....-- ihe 150,021 | 169, 319 203, 620 372, 939 


Race.— Whites were represented by 411,679 of the records examined 
and Negroes by 120,863. The remaining races were represented as 
follows: Indian, 2,651; Chinese, 837; Japanese, 238; Mexican, 16,028; 
all others, 2,080. 

The significance of the figures showing the number of Negroes 
arrested as compared with the number of whites can best be indicated 
in terms of the number of each in the general population of the 
country. Exclusive of those under 15 years of age, there were, accord- 
ing to the 1930 decennial census, 8,041,014 Negroes, 13,069,192 
foreign-born whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the United 
States. Of each 100,000 Negroes, 1,503 were arrested and finger- 
printed during 1938, whereas the corresponding figure for native 
whites was 571 and for foreign-born whites 209. Figures for indi- 
vidual types of violations may be found in the following tabulations. 
It should be observed in connection with the foregoing data that the 
figure for native whites includes the immediate descendants of foreign- 
born individuals. Persons desiring to make a thorough study of the 
comparative amounts of crime committeed by native whites and 
foreign-born whites should employ available compilations showing 
the number of instances in which offenders are of foreign or mixed 
parentage. 


| 
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rior TABLE 100.—Distribution of arrests according to race, male and female, Jan. I- 
and Dec. 31, 1938 
a Race 
mber Offense charged | | 
~ 4 | In- | Chi- | Jap- | Mexi n | Total 
ie White | Negro dian nee | ame oo in Ms all 
d 1 others | races 
| } | | | } 
2.211 Criminai homicide. ___...._... | 3,733) 2,520) 27 | 8 4} 162 44| 6,507 
= Ree 2s | 10,163} 3,914/ 52/ 8| 10] 409) 142] 14,698 
6, 082 Assault... | 17,194} 12,467 10| 2| i 890 | 263} 30,978 
4 501 | Burglary—breaking or entering. | 26,208; 8499] 111) 12) 8) 722) 128) 35,778 
5 786 | Larceny—theft-_._._- : 44, 619 16,309} 249) 37) 10) 1,487 | 137 | 62,848 
6 619 | Auto theft_......._. : 10, 844 1,675 | 45} 3} 4] 388 29} 12,958 
1’ 384 | Embezzlement and fraud... _ | 16, 388 2, 253 72 | 7] 6) 462 38 | 19, 226 
1. 597 | Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc.| 2,814 896 7 |} 6} 5 65 17 | 3,810 
"233 gene 793| 138 She PS wi | "941 
6, 326 Forgery and counterfeiting... _.__. | 7, 269 | 74{ 41 | 4) 4) 100) 21} 8, 162 
2’ 427 Dkssabinaschuedesknsuharse 4, 704 | 1,305 24 | 16 | 2 | 219 | 63} 6,333 
3, 266 i Prostitution and commercialized vice 4,664 1,724) 24 | 3 | 1 | 143 8 6, 567 
3 311 ee SS eee 6,508 | 1,036 | 21 | 8 | 6 178 41 7, 888 
8’ 833 Narcotic drug laws_.-__- ----| 2,853} 779] i7| a4] 6] amt 74 | 4,164 
3° 052 | Weapons; carrying, posse ssing, ete___- | 3,301] 2,541 12 | 13) 3} 166 89} 6,125 
1. 904 | Offenses against family and children_- 5,7 915 14 iit cenane 177 16} 6,910 
3,790 | Liquor laws. ...._- as | 4,287} 3,829 28 | 71 86 | 5} 8,247 
6, 744 | Driving while intoxicated _- | 18,438 | 1,481 185 | 2} 19) 1,012 32 21,169 
1114 | Road and drivinglaws.....-----------| 2971| ‘980| 21) 3) 6| “145 15| 4, 150 
"1B Parking violations... _._ ed 12 | oes dansnen | 17 
3,070 Other traffic and motor vehicle laws. 5,323 | 1, 592 | 25 | 4 s 284 | 60) 7%, 
17” 553 | Disorderly conduct...._._.._-. | 17,781] 6724] 139) 18] 9! 858 91 | 25, 620 
79, 323 | Drunkenness........... ; | 67,699 | 9,656) 775 9} 42) 4,036 | 95} 82,312 
39, 845 | Vagrancy.............. 40, 535 | 9, 913 | 199 36) 16! 1,726) 267 | 52,601 
2 402 | Gambling. ---------- ..| 4,009 | 2,942 1} 103| 30 63 85| 7,233 
38, 494 ag cneacamade 46,478 | 16,044 240 | = . a. oo 156 | 64,125 
4,714 Not stated_. : | 6,328 1, 425 34 a aeae: 186 23; 8,002 
8, 7 All other offenses.....................-| 30,097] 8, 570 153 | a1 ll 628 141 | 39, 621 
72, 939 Total... soa ee 120, 863 | | 2651 | 837 | 238 | 16,028 | 2,080 | 554, 376 
ned TaB.Le 101.—Distribution of arrests according to race, male, Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1938 
1 as 
028; Race 
Offense charged | | cs | | | | retas 
roes White | Negro In- hi- Jap- | Mexi-| All — 
. dian anese’ can ‘ - 
ated ea | | others | races 
the | —— =| — —-— — 
ord- 1 Criminal homicide. .................- ; 8,525; 2,122 25 | OF. a 158 43 | 5,885 
 inticdstsitdawavctecnciebins 9,838 | 3, 667 a 8; 1 408 142) 14,120 
192 Assault........ i 16,684 | 10,544 | 125 23/ i 878 263 | 28, 528 
ited | Burglary—breaking or ente ring. geee 25, 963 8, 306 110 12 | 8 713 128 | 35,240 
; eee ee 42, 195 14, 365 233 37 10 1, 424 135 58, 399 
ger- PR iia ih vnd ae 10, 691 1, 641 45 3 4 355 29 | 12,768 
4 Embezzlement and fraud__........__- | 15, 767 2, 049 73 7 6 450 3B 18, 398 
tive | Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete_| 2, 697 7 5 6} 5] 62 16 | 3,559 
ndi- CO ei Rot sciatddelinn 748 117 5 Shece oi. | "875 
Forgery and counterfeiting - .........- 6, 901 628 39 4) 4 103 21 7, 700 
ons. | Rape.........-..----..---.-....-..---- 4, 704 1, 305 24 16 2 219 63 6, 333 
} | Prostitution and commercialized vice_.|__1, 047 431 8 3 1 25 7 1, 522 
the | Other sex offenses..............-.-.--. 5, 826 a 8| 6 166 40 | 6,869 
ign- | Narcotic drug laws. .-..............-- | 1,673 589 10 443 6 247 70 3, 038 
| Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc.....| 3, 239 2, 373 12 13 3 166 89 5, 895 
the | Offenses against family andchildren_._| 5, 665 881 14 | ee 16| 6,754 
d eS Ee ‘ 3, 944 2,915 27 7 5 80 4 6, 982 
an Driving while intoxicated... ._._..._. -| 17,993 1, 448 183 2} 19] 1,005 31 | 20,681 
wing Road and driving laws_---....__.-- 2, 934 972 2 3 6 | 145 15 4, 095 
° Parking violations........-... il 5 | ‘ seal Bxtiaon nan! 16 
ixed Other trafficand motor vehiclelaws._.| 5,250 | 1, 587 | a) als | 233 | 60 | 7, 184 
| Disorderly conduct_.............- | 16,147) 5, 481 127 | 18 9 829 89 22, 700 
| Drunkenness-.............-- ‘ | 64, 584 8,576; 728 | y 42 3,972 90 | 78,001 
. | Sarees naeiens 38, 226 9, 225 175 | 3% 16 1, 653 263 49, 504 
| Gambling... npdtiptinnhtacvstentaadé 3, 910 2, 646 1 103 30 62 85 6, 837 
S SE ndceathand died eee ----| 43,346 14, 646 223 33 12 1, 122 155 59, 537 
eR treet caps tee 5, 934 1, 267 23 Che<es 183 23 7, 441 
| All other offenses _--.-....--. ----| 23,780 28, 730 _ 8,010 | 138} 21 il | __ 5} 140 | 37,645 
| ee se pares ra 4 
ge eeas .| 388,172 | 107,341 | 2, 462 836 | 238 6, 596 


| 15,492 | 2,055 | 51 
j | 
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TaBiE 102.—Distribution of arrests according to race, female, Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1938 














Race 
Offense charged | } Total 
Tht x In- Chi- | Jap- | Mexi- All . 
White | Negro dian | nese |anese|; can others all 
| races 
Criminal homicide - - . 
a a ee 
po ae ee 
Burglary—breaking or entering.___- 
Larceny—theft_._... os 
Auto theft___..- 


Embezzlement and spear nnn soll 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc.| 
BE cesinen 














— and counterfeiting.......____ 
Prostitution and commercialized vice __| 3, 617 1, 293 16 5, 045 
Other sex offenses_........- Jeciieniclpaartd 772 229 $ |... 1,019 
Narcotic drug laws. - --- S80 190 7 | 1} 1, 126 
Weapons; carrying, posse ssing, etc. 62 166 }......- 230 
Offenses against family and children__- 121 ae naonsicte ; 1% 
BE edie iiacnecceeeess : 343 914 1 | 1, 265 
Driving while intoxicated........._. 445 33 Wicacwsned 488 
Road and driving laws-- -........-- 37 17 Rec 55 
Parking violations.._.-. ; Sh ednbaelseoae | 1 
Other trafficand motor vehicle laws. sd 73 35 RS ; 1 | ad 112 
Disorderly conduct.--.-- ; 1, 634 1, 243 sks | 2 2 2, 920 
Drunkenness......-..- -...| 3,115] 1,080 47 |......-]---- 6A 5] 4,311 
. . aa 2, 309 687 Me Suserse says 73 4 3, 097 
Gambling - - .--- 9 SE Bntbeiedhed ems Bs Oceana 396 
Suspicion... ._.- ; 3, 132 1, 398 as. Bs 40 | 1 4, 588 
Not stated ___- 394 158 DR Gdieke Denia | 561 
All other offenses ___- 2 1, 367 560 eee 33 | 1 1,976 
WOR Sn Sates 23,507 | 13, 522 | 189 | hi 536 | 25 | 37,780 
\ 1 





TaBLe 103.— Number of arrests of Negroes and whites in Tyee’ to the number 
of each in the general population of the country, male and female, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 
1938, rate per 100,000 of population 


[Excluding those under 15 years of age] 








| | ton! 
Offense charged Native white ro en | Negro 
| | 

Criminal homicide sik senceesail 4.9 3.8 31.5 
Se edoktn accecmces tees ‘ waictein aCe 14.2 3.0 48.7 
ic ccttacinn seca sic coin eho cic 22.0 20.4 155.0 
Burglary— breaking or entering. ___- 38.1 7.8 105.7 
RES 64.0 19.1 202.8 
Auto theft._........-- ss = 16.0 2.0 2.8 
Embezzlement and fraud - 21.2 7.8 2.0 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc. 3.5 3.6 11.1 
SD cecniniiiine stntehinncndntinneotalebes 1.0 1.0 1.7 
aos and counterfeiting ica euiilbeet'ss ‘ 10.4 2.5 8.9 
i atc. detaeanitapepenginemnatiiiiniebse : 6.5 3.1 16.2 
Prostitution and commercialized vice - 6.7 1.4 21.4 
Other sex offemses_..............---..-- 8.6 6.0 12.9 
Narcotic drug laws._....--..----- we 3.7 11 0.7 
/eapons; carry: ing, possessing, etc_. 4.4 3.0 31.6 
Offenses against family and children__- 8.0 4.4 11.4 
Liquor laws_- 5.7 4.1 47.6 
Driving while NG i Se a en ae 25.8 8.8 18.4 
Road and driving laws_. atin: celine. >and ; 4.4 9 12.3 
PE NID ot unc asinbeccsasusk ich eaphlicataalee aa @) «) on 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws----_.........---.-------- 7.6 2.4 19.8 
NIN 6 gh ncn cabhutacwarabs cocevend 24.7 12.8 83.6 
oo ie i ahd dine mcimhibe on sean pmeeall 90.0 36.1 120.1 
Vagrancy.......-. ade diese uniedok ie ae cree 56.1 17.6 123.3 
ee ce ot na niece ian ieubaball 4.7 3.7 36. 6 
Suspicion -_.--.. sédnibhideduihdnuéduntdnninetinkosmidedabed 6.8 15.4 199. 5 
I Rist cde tthe. o ont dl oshdntgitinadukeeae oka 9.0 3.0 17.7 
I ovn6 ick cb dic ndncks wescbbteeokeeesd 43.0 14.5 106.6 
Total. _. 570.9 209. 2 1, 503.1 


1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per 100,000. 
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At the end of December 1938 there were 9,783,887 fingerprint 
records and 11,134,113 index cards containing the names and aliases of 
individuals on file in the Identification Division of the FBI. Of 
each 100 fingerprint cards received during 1938, more than 58 were 
identified with those on file in the Bureau. Fugitives numbering 
7,741 were identified through fingerprint records during 1938, and 
interested law enforcement officials were immediately notified of the 
whereabouts of those fugitives. As of December 31, 1938, there were 
10,684 police departments, peace officers, and law enforcement agen- 
cies throughout the United States and foreign countries voluntarily 
contributing fingerprints to the F BI. 
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